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Official tra script of the International 
Military Tribunal in the matter of the 
United States of America, the French Re- 
public, the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
an) Northern Ireland, and the Unicon of 
Soviet Socialist Ror ublics, acainst | Hermann 
Wilheln Goering et al, Defendants, sittin: 
at Nurnbers, Germany, on 25 April 1946, 
1000-1300, k rd Justice Lawrence presiding . 
HANS BERND VISEVIUS--Resumed 
DIRECT BXVIINATION--Contimied 
BY DRe DIX: 

Q Yesterday we came to January 1938. At thottime you had sone to 
Berlin, and you hac returned to a position which Schacht had constructed for 
youe You wore now in continuous contact with your political friends, Schacht, 

Canaris an? Nebe Then, at the chd, you testified that st that time i 
within your circle, y l had the impression that something was roine to 
happens 

Now, in fact, wo come to the so-called Fritsch crisis, in my opinion 
the decisive, inncr-political last 

the entire course and the backprounc of that crisis, 
consiceration of the fact that during the hist of that crisis 
into Austria was made, anc 11 CY in çonsideratisn of the 

of Schacht, which are most important in that connections 
course of the 
wrrect that all ny friends considered it the 
outbreak of the ware 
I shall, as briefly as possible, give you the facts. onsider it 


right, in order hot to confuse the picture, that at first I shall leave out 


the personality of Schacht from the description, because the facts as such are 


complicated enough. In my descripti on, at first, I will not point out where 


the information came from, but I shall vait until I am asked for thate 
On the 12thn of January, 1938, the German piiblic was 

eport that the then Reich War Minister, Field Marshal von Blorberg, got married. 

Retails about his wife, or pictures, were not civen.e A few days later the only 


picture appeared, which was a photo of the ilarshal and his wife in front of 


the monkey cage at the Leipzig Zooe A numbor of rumors started in the capital 
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about the past of the Marshal's wife, indicating bad thingss 

A few days later, on the desk of the Police President in Berlin, there 
appeared a thick file from which the following could be secn: Marshal von 
Blomberg's wife had been a prostitute who had been registered in the files 
of seven large German cities; she was inthe Berlin Rogue's Gallery. I 
myself had scen the fingerprints and the pictures, Finally, she had been 
punished for distributing pornographic pictures, 

The President of the Police in Berlin was obliged to sond these files, 
throuzh channels, to the Chief of Police Hjmmler, 

Q Excuse me, but who was the Police President at that time in Berl- n? 

A it that time the Police President in Perlin was Graf Count Helldorf. 
Count Helldorf recognized that the passing on of that material to the Reichse 
fuchrer SS w6uld put the armed forces in an impossible positicn, because then 
Himmler would have that material in his possession, which he could use for the 
moral finishing-off of Blomberg and for acoup against the leadership of the 
armed forces, 

Helldorf took these filcs to the closest collaborator of larshal 
Blomberg, the Chief of the Armed Forces Keitel, who, + that time, was related, 
through the marrage of both children, to Marshal Blomberg. Marshal, or 
Colonel~General Keitel at that time, looked carcfully through these files and 
put the demand to Helldorf to cover up the entire scandal and to keep quiet 
about these files, 

Q Excuse me, Dr, Giseviuse Please tell the Tribunal where you know that 
frome 

4 I know that from Count Helldorf, who described all these things to 
me, and through Obbrregierungsrat, and later Reich Criminal Director, Nebo, 


who was still in Berlin at that timce 
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Keitel refused, on his part, to approach Blomberg so as to take any of 
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the consecquencese He also refused to inform the-Chief.of the General Staff, 
Beck and the Chief of the army, General Fritsche He sent @cunt Helcorf off 
with the files to Goering. Hceldorf submitted to defendant Goering the entire 
file. Gccring asserted to know nothing abcut the pictures in the Rogues 
Gallery and the previcus convictions of Blemberg's wife but already in that 
first conversation and during later conversations he admitted that hè had 
imam the following: first, that iiorshal Blomberr several months ago had 
alreacy asked Goering whether it was admissible that he have an affair with a 
cormoncre Shortly thereafter Blorberg had asked Goering whether he, Goering, 
would help him to cbta n a dispensaticn to marry that lacy, as he expressed 
himsclf, "with a paste" 

Later Blomberg came again anc gave Gocring an account that this lady of 
his heart unfortunately still had another lover and he had to ask Goering to 
help him, Blomberg, tc cot rid of that lovers. 

Q Excuse me please. Gcering told that to Heldorf and you found it out 
from Heldorf? 

à Yes, from Heldorf and in the further course cf the investigation we 
found it cut from cther sources tooe Goering thereafter sent that lover away 
by civing hin foreign currency and shipping him to South America. In spite 
of that Goering ic not inform Hitler about that prelude, Moreover, together 
with Hitler, he went as best man to the weding on the 12th of January, the 
wedding of Morshal Blombers. 

I should like to point out here =s 

THE PRESIDENT: Dre Dix, the Tribunal would wish to know how you sucrest 
that these matters which appear to be personal are relevant to the charges 
in what way they affect defendant Schacht or the defendant Goering or the 
defendant Frick? 

DRe DIX: I am here only to serve the interests of the defendant Schacht. 

It is necessary to sce that crisis in its entire atrociousness in order 
to conceive what revolutionary consequenceit had and what influence it had on 


Schacht and his circle with respect to the recimee I have said once before 


the thing in the career of Schacht that turned him from an admirer of Hitler 
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to an enemy was the Fritsch crisis. 

The Tribunal would not be able to understand that chance of mind if the 
Tribunal could not get the same impression which Schacht had at that time, 
Indeed, in no way do I desire here to wash dirty launcry. I put these questions 
only with the purpose of having described the Fritsch crisis in all details 
and that must be done in understanding the further development cf Schacht and 
the impression of the Fritsch crisis onthe circle Canarise Perhaps if one 


does not understand the entire atrocious extent of that crisis and thought it 


may be disagreeable, one has to decide to accept these things, partly personal 


things, nd to take notice of thene t is absolutely necessary and important 
point of my defenses 

ie JUSTICE JACKSON: If the Tribunal please: 

It might be helpful at this time to know our position in reference to this 
line of testimony if it is to be consicered whether acmissible or not NoWe 

I should desire, if this incicent. were not brought out, to bring it out 
upon cross-examination upon several aspects. One is it shows the background 
of the incident of yesterday, which I think is important in appraising the 
trnthfulness of testimony in this casce 

The other thing is it bears upon the conspiracy to seize power. There 
were certain men in Germany that these conspirators hac to get rid of. Soye 
of them they could kill safelye Some of them, as we see from the Roehm purge 
when they went to killing they aroused some oppositicn, they hac to strike down 
by other means and the means they uscd against Fritsch and Blomberg show the 
conspiracy to seize power and to get rid of the men who might stand in the way 
of agcressive warfaree 

It will appear, I think, that Fritsch and Blomberg were among the reliants 
of the German people in allowing these Nazis to get as far as they dic, believi 
that here at least were two men who would guard their interests and the method 
by which those men were stricken down and removed from the scene we would 
consider an important part of the conspiracy story and I would ask to go into 
it on cross-cxaminaticne 

That micht perhaps be material to the Court in deciding whether it should 
procecd nowe 


DRe DIX: liay I say one more thing, please? 
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes, Dre Dix’ 

The Tribunal thinks, in view of what you have said and what Mre Justice 
Jackson has said, that your examination must continue ancyou will no doubt try 
to confine it as much as you can to the political aspects of the mattere 

DRe DIX: Of course, indeed, sire But the perscnal matters are here of 
such political importance that it cannot be quite left out, 

BY DRe DIX: 

Q Dre Gisevius, you understand the difficulties of the situation. We 
want here only to bring up the material as far as it is necessary to understand 
the truth. We do not want anything concessional but where it is necessary to 
explain the development to the Tribunal and I ask you to speak quite frankly. 

A I ask the Tribunal to realize also my difficulties. I myself do not 
really like to speak about these thingse 

I have to add that Goering was the only Chief of the Research Institute, 
that was that institution which carried out all the wire-tapping in the Third 
Reiche That Research Institute was not satisfied as has been cescribed here 
to only tap telephone conversations anc to decoce messaces but it had its ow 
information service all the way down to their owm employees who could make 
investigationse It was, therefore, quite posible also to get confidential 
information about ifarshal von Blomberg'!s wife. 


When Heldorf gave the file to Gocrin;, Goering saw himself compelled to 


give these files, to turn thom over to Hitlers Hitler suffcred a nervous 


breakdown and decided to dismiss Harshal Blomberg immediately. Hitler told 
the generals later in a public meeting his first thought was to appoint as 
successor for Blomberg Colonel General Fritsch. The moment he expressed 
that decision Goering md Himmler reminded him that that was not possible since 
Fritsch, by a file from the year 1935, was badly incriminated, 

Q Excuse me, Doctor, What is your understanding, your impression of 
that conversation between Hitler and the generals? 

A Several generals who took part in that meeting told me about ite I 
have s aid already that in the course of events which I will have to describe 
Hitler had made many personal statements and we also had in our possession 


original documents of the Reich War Courte 
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The file of 1935, which in January 1938 were submitted to Hitler, 
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referred to the fact that the Gestapo in 193); among other enemies of the state 


had come to the idea to consider also homosexuals as criminals anc to prosecute 


them as suche 
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The Gestapo had gone int. a search for material, from convicted inmates, 
about honosexualse In the course cf that, one of the inmates gave a terrible 
story, which was so atrocious that I will not repeat it here. ‘ay it suffice 
that that inmate said the man in question had been a ur, Fritsch, The 
inmate could not remember the correct name. 

The Gestapo t en turned over these files to Hitler in 1935. Hitler 
was incignant about the contents. He expressed himself to the generals 
that cf such a schweinerei he did not want to know anything. Hitler gave 
the orcer that these files shovld be burned imeciately. 

Now, in January 1938, Goering anc Himmler reminded Hitler of these 
files, and it was up to Heycrich sti'l to produce these files which 
allegedly had been burned in 1935 an’ to submit tiem t Hitler, supplemented 
in the meantime by extensive investigation material. 

At that moment Hitler said t- the generals that after the disa pcintment: 
which he had had from Blcemberg he beleived that he could expect all sorts 
of vad things from Fritsch also. 

The Defendant Yoering offered to Hitler that he wuld get the inmate 
of the prison from the prison to the Reich Chancellory. Goering threatened 
that inmate first in Karinhall to have him killec unless he w uld repeat his 
statere ntsSe 

Q How co you know taat? 

A That was mentioned in the Reich war ccurt. Then Fritsch was asked 
to come tc the Reich Chancellory anc Hitler pointed cut what accusations had 
been made against hin. Fritsch, a man of honor had received a confidential 
warning frou Hitler's adjutant, but it had been so incomplete that Fritsch 
became quite shocked in the Reich Chancell He cid not understand what 
Hitler intende: t. doe Indignantly he disputed an. denied what allezedly 


he had dones in the presence of Goering, He gave Hitler his word of honor 


that «ll accusations were false. But Hitler went to the nearest door, 


opened it, and that prisoner entered, raised his arm, pointed to Fritsch, 
anc. said, "That is he," 


Fritsch was speechless, He could only demand that a court investigation 


be madee Hitler demanded his immediate resignation, under the condition that 
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Fritsch should go silently and he would leave the matter bee 

Fritsch turned to the chief of the general staff, Beck, Chief of 
the general staff Beck intervened with Hitler. A tremendous strugzle 
came about to have an investigation made about these terrible accusations 
against Fritsch, That struggle lasted about a week, There were dramatic 
disputes in the Reich Chancellcrye At the end the famous kth of February 
approachec, at which date the generals were orcered to come to Berlin, who 
until that cay--that is tc say, ten days since the dismissal of Blomberg 
and the relief of Fritsch--had no idea that both their superiors were no more 
in office, 

Hitler personally presented the files to the generals in such a forn 
that trey also were completely confused and had to be satisfied t: accept 
that the affair shovld be investicatec by the ccurts,. 

Q and dic you know about the participants of that meeting? 

& Yese at the same time Hitler surprised the generals with the report 
that they hac a new commander in chief, General von Brauchitsch, Some f 
the generals had in the meantime been relieved from duty, an2 cn the previosus 
evening that report appeared in the newspapers in which Hitler, under the 
pretense of a concentration of conditions in the government, had cisnissed 
the foreign minister, von Neurath, affected a change in the ministry of 
economies, had relieved a number of diplomats from duty, and then, as an 
appendix to that report, made a change in the war ministry and in the 
leacership of the army. 

There arose now again a struggle for several weeks about the meeting 
of the court-martial which would have to decide about the rehabilitation 
of General Fritsche That was for everyone of us the moment when we believed 
we were able to prove before a Supreme court with what means the Gestapo got 
rid of their political acversaries, Here was the only opportunity to hear 
witnesses under oath as to how that entire intricue had been spune So we 
went to work to prepare for that trial, 

Q What do you mean by "well? 

A In that connection I want to mention one man first of all, who was 


an honest judge and jury and participated in that Reich war court, He was a 


ans 
6349 
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Reich court counsellor and later chief judge of the army, ministerial 
director Dre sack, He was a man who believed that he owed it to the idea of 
law to work with all possible means for the clarification of these things. 
He Cid it, anc he alse went the way of death after the 20th of Julye 

In the course of that investization the judges of the Reich war court 
heard on their part the Gestapo witnesses. They investigated the records of 
the Gestapo, and it did not take long until, with the aic of the criminclogist: 
Nebe, they fcunc out definitely that in that entire affair one cealt with a 
double, not the General von Fritsch but a long-time before pensioned Captain 
von Fritscho 

In the c.urse of that investigation the juizes foun: cut one more thing; 
they could prove that the Gestapo, as far back as the 15th cf January, had 
been in the apartment of that double of von Fritsch and had questioned his 
matee 

May I come once more to the dates, On the 15th cf Jan ary the Gestapo 
had proof that Fritsch was not the culprit. On the 2kth of January the 
Defendant Goering brings the prisoner anu witness int» the Reich Chancellory 
in order to incriminate General Fritsch. 

We believed that we had revealed here a piece of intrigue of indeed 
incredible extent, Here we believe that now the most soeptical general could 
see that not only in the lcwer regions of the Gestapo, invisibly hidden, 
even in the ranks of the ministers in the Reich Chancellory, whe knew nothing 


about it, things cccurred which would force any persen of decency to work 


against them. That was the reason that we found ourselves in a larger groip 


united now, and that now we saw that from now on we cid not have to collect 
secret material about the Gestapog That, indeed, had been the great 


difficulty uncer which we had operatec, 
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We heard a great deal, but when we would have passed on that material, every 
time we would have endangered these men who had given us that material and 
exposed them to Gestapo terror methodse 

Now we could proceed legally and thus we started our struggle to in- 
fluence General von Brauchitsch and to persuade him to put the neces 
material over to the Reich War Courte 

What do you mean "we"? 

A. There was a group, of which I have to mention Dr. Schacht, who was 
extremely active at that time, who at that time went to Admiral Paeder, to 
Brauchitsch, to Rundstedt, and to Gucrtner, and who tried at that time to ex- 
plain everywhere: “Now the great crisis has arisen. Now we have to 
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Now it is the task of the generals to ric of that regime of terror." 
But I have to mention one more name that connectione In 1936 already 
Schacht had introduced me to D roerdl< I had the honor to set the same 
Now that I 
this room where so rary terrible 
also the name of the German I 
mentioned is rave fighter fo ecency nd of whom I believed that one day, 
not only in Germany, he wiil be an ideal to prove that one can do his duty 
so under Gestapo terror faithfully until death That Dr. Goerdler, who had 


ways been a forceful and unerring ishte at that time had courage bee 
yond description similar to Dre Schacht He went from one ministry to the 
other, from one general to the next, ond he always believed th: iow the hour 
had come where we had to form the great front of the decent one led by the 
Generale Brauchitsch did not refuse at that time. He 
re In fact, he gave Guertner assurances for a putsch way into the 
religion. And I man mention thet Brauchitsch also gave me the 
now he would use that opportunity to fight against the 


and that condition was accepted by 


irre 4 esq. F ~ Š 
» "Hitler still is such a popular mane e are afraid of 


the Hitler might. Je want to give to the German people and the world the 
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last proof in the form of the session of the Reich War Court and its verdict. 
Therefore, Brauchitsch postponed his action until the day when 
f the Reich War Court would be handed down. 

The Reich War Court mete It began the session, The sessio 
interrupted suddenly under dramatic circumstances. I have to 
thot Hitler appointed as president of that Reich War Court the 
Goeringe And now the Roich War G@ourt, under the chairmanship of Gocrinz, 
mete I know from Nebe how thoroughly Goering during the preceding days had 
consulted Himmler and Heydriche I know that Heydrich told Nebe that the 
Riech ar Court will be the end of my carcere 

A. Did Nebe tell you that? 


A. Nobe told me that, ye 


The Reich War Court will be the grea anger for the Gestapo. 


6 
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the Reich War Court net for several how's and was postponed uncer Bids 


circumstances beceuse that wos the day on which the decision was mdo to have 


theGerman armics march into Austria. At that tine, alrosdy, we harb red n 
Coubt as to why the chairmen cf that War Court had such an excrbitant inter 
to see to it tnat on that day the troops sh ule get the march orcar anc thet 
let then march with an apparent purpose on the outside. Only one week inter 
r Court could moot again, but then Hitler wes in his great triumph. 
The Gersaans had their first campaign of flowers behind then, i> plebescl 
been proclaimed. There was jubilation, ard the confusicn in the minds of t 
generals wasn't greater, So that Wor Court wes dissclved, Frick!s innocon 
was proclaimed, But Brauchitsch said, in that new psychological situation 
created by the annexstion of austria, he could no mere take t 
to recece to a putsch., 
That is lergely the story as to how practicslly the War Ministry was 
Ceprived of its lending men, The genersls were throw into confusion with 
and from that moment on they continued steeply upward into radicnli 
DIX: May I ask the Tribunal to be permitted to austo once sontene 
cuicnt which I will submit later as Schacht!s 
document book is still in the process of translation, but I hope that on ti 
day of the hearing of Schacht it will be printed, It i only on e sentence 
it is interesting in this connection. It is from the bi-annual rop 
Cocuents been submitted t 


to the Tribunal st 211? 


DR. DIX: The docunonts have been Ciscussec for the qucsticn of trans] 


ond then far the questi_n -f acnissivility; and then they have Leen renti 
here before the Court, Lees he conviction that the Prosecution kn 
zn- ut the cocunents. is only ene sentence. I do not believe that there 
be any objectiuns -n the part cf the Prosecution. ‘Otherwise, it wil 
from its context and I wuld like to bring it in now, I em save tht tire 
ater, It is one sentence from the bi-annunl report <f the Chief of Staff 
the United States ab-ut the 

at, JUSTICE J..CKON: co nut know what this 
sh_ulc like to kn ow because we may want to ask 
went to delay Dr, Dix, but I do nt have a copy of it 


it is yot. 
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DR. DIX: I just wonted to shorten the procoedings, but, if I sec that 
there are any difficulties onc there will be a long Ciscussicn, . rather 
not do it now anc will present it then later on with my & ecuzent book It 


would not serve any purpose otherwise. 


Y DR. DIX: 


A 


Q Supplenenting your inform anc for the bett< nerstanding, will 


please sive sone informoticn a nositicn of the German in 2 court 


investication? 


A Dr. Dix, I do not doubt that y.u ere botter infurmec enceoulc answer 


better about the competency of the Chairman -f the German Court, but I wuld 


like to say the following: 

I have read the minutes 
documents -f which we thousht we 
and I hope we will fina it, Fron 


the tone of 


S| 


president cecided 
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He asked the pabebuticn qu.stions, and he saw to it that no other questions 
be put which coula have been dis :greenble, 

I have to say that from rending these voluminous minutes Goering undertook in 
every way to cloak the truc facts by the manner in which he lod the procvvcdings, 
) In my first words at the beginning of the SusSion, I called the Fritsch 
crisis the ducisive prepar tory Step to the war, ond you have aceuptcea tint terme 
After conclusion of the description of the Fritsch crisis, would you like tu give 
us the reason for that opinion, and what was the diaprcssion on your group, especi- 

ally on Schacht? 

A I want to point out again that up to that Fritsch crisis it had been diffi- 
cult in the ranks of the German opposition to utter the mere thought of wor, 
was Cue to the fact that in Germany the groups in opposition were so sure of 


p 


strength of the army and of the leading won that they bolieved it would bc 


Y 


n 


Cicnt to put a man cf honor, like Fritsch, at the hesd of ‘the Gernsn PRY e 
thiught scomed inconcoivzble, that Fritşch would cultivite a ig into 
or into war, 
a few had pointed out that it was in the nature of every revolution thet 
it gocs beyond the limits of its own people. We believed from past history 
to apply that fact as a threst also concerning the National Socialist Re- 
volution. Therefore, those of us who were convinced. that they were faced with a 
revolution, not only a dictatorship, warned again and again that onc day those re 
volutionaries would revert to war as a last means, and all the more now, in the 
course of the Fritzsch crisis, it became clear thet radie-lism w28 victorious, It 
became also clear to s large group thet the danger of wor could no more be denied, 
Did also the dcfendant Schacht belong to that group? 
Yes, During those days of the Fritzsch crisis, Schacht, such as many others, 
wor." ànd, without doubt, that also was told to the Coumeanccr in 
iy, General Brauchitsch. 
Q The question arises now, why did jchacht finance beforu, at least in the 
beginning, the rcarmament? 
i Schacht always told me his reas un, He had financed the rearmament for defense 
purposes, Schacht was convinced for many yeors that such 2 great People, such a 
large people in the center of surope, should at least have the cans for afense, 


There I emphasize that at that time large groups within tho Gorman peuple were 
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convinced of the thought that possibly from the East an offensive anger could 
arise, We cannot forget with what means of propaganda the Gurman people 3 
swamped at that time, and especially that denger arising from the inst, 

about the Polish aspirations concerning wast Prussin were presented, 

Q Did Schacht at that time also talk to you about the fact that this rcarmne 
ment sorved political purposes in so far as the discussion sbout rearmouncnt could 
be started again? 

4 I beg your pardon. I forget on my part to emphasize that point. Schacht was 
of the cpinion that by 211 means the discussion about rearmanont should be start- 
ed agsin, He had the ide® that very soone-I think he had that opinisn 
the other side would point to Geran rearmament, and then Hitler would be forced 
on account of that wellknown rearmament, to resume the talks at the disarnncnt 
confercnce, 

Q That which you have just ssid, was it th- subject of your conversation with 
Seacht at that time, cr is that your judgement now? 

à No, I remember these conversations very well, because at that tine I esuld 

not quite understand that Hitler would be inclinec to go to a disarmanent confc= 

rence, I thought Hitler was of an untircly different mentality, ond was surprised 
that Schacht cxpectcd such tho ghts in Hitler's mind. 

Q Do you have the imprvssion from your conversations with Schacht that sboyt 
the manner, extent, and speed of rvarmament he was well informed in detail? 

A I remember quite clearly how often Schacht agked fricnds of mine, and me 
personally, whether we could help him to get information about the extent of rea- 
mament by questions a the Reich Wer Ministry. I have described yesterday the 

efforts he made through Oster and Thomas to get details, 
Could you tell the Tribunal whether rt all Schacht has made efforts then to 
armement expenses and when these efforts started? 
These efforts started, to my knowledge, in 19 9363; and in heated debatos 
Schacht's resignation as Minister of Economies in 1937 these efforts play- 
important part. I recall thet practically every conversation was concerned 
with that point. 

Q Now, it is said--and it is quite understandablc--it has been said by the 
Prosecution that the rensons Schacht gave for the necessity of these linitations 
were based primarily in the field of financc--that is to say, that, he, as ccononie 
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lender anc president of the Reichsbank, was concerned and not as 2 patriot who is 
afraid that his country may be plunged into war. Did you also have conversations 
with Schacht of which you can remenbor anything to that extont? 

A In all conversations there were dozens of drafts, nll suggustions which 

t was going to mike, They were discussed in the circle of friends. To men- 
tion one exemple, Schaht repeatedly discussed such letters with Goerdeller, Always 
there was onc main question: What can one say so that such a lotter would not be 
considered a provocation, but so that it could serve the purpose to interest the 
rest of the well meaning ministers ond als. the War Ministersvon Blomberg ana get 
them ot Schacht's side? 

That was the struggle, how can we convince such ministers as Blumberg, Neurath, 
or Schwerin-Krosigk, whe wore more loyal to Hitler--how could wo eénvinee than to 
join Schacht rather than to say that Schacht once again, with his well known sharp 
tongue; hac provoked Hitler and Goering. 

all these lettors can only be understood fron the tretical rcas ns which, as I 
have mentionec, had been discussed with the leading men of the opposition groupe 

Q Now, after the Fritsch crisis, what was the Qeyelopoment of the political 
conspiracy which you and your friends had with Schacht? 

å I want to dual with that word of "conspirccy." Vhoroas up to that noment 
our activity coula only be a called «ppositional, now, indeed, a conspiracy start- 
ed, and from now on one man stops into the foreground, who later played an inport- 
ant pert and wis to play an imperteant part as head of that conspiracy. 

The Chief of General Stoff at that tine, Gencral Beck, was of the opinion that 
the time had come when a Gurman Generol should give the signal for the nation and 
for abrond, I believe it is impertant for the Tribunal to know the last reason 
which may have determined Beck to thot step. 

The Chief of the Gencral. Staff had been present when Hitler, in May 1938, at 
Juterborg. held a speech before the Generals. That Speech was intended as rehabi- 
litation for Fritsch, 

A fow words were also soid abcut Fritsch, but more wure said-eand for the first 
time, quite frankly, before German Gencrals, 2 large group--cbout Hitler's inten 
tion to cover Czechoslovakin with warefmre, Beck heard that speech, He was indig- 
nant that he, as chic? of the Genural Staff, now for the first time heard of an 


intention of thit kind in an audience of thot form without having been informed 
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or consulted about it previcusly. 

Still, during that meeting, Beck sent a letter to Brauchitsch asking him for 
an immediate interview. Brauchitsch refused it anc kept Bock writing for several 
weeks, Beck was not patient, He wrote a censored mencrandwiin which he, as Chief 
of General Staff, contested against the fact that the German people were thrown 
into war adventures, 

Beck declared at the end of that memorandum his resignation, and here I bvliey 
it is the right time to say a word about that, 

Q One moment, Doctor, Will you only tell us what is the thought of your knowe 
ledge about Beck's thoughts and the negotiations between Beck and Brauchitsch? 

A Beck confided in me, znd in the last years I worked very closely together 
with him, and until the last hour of his life on the 20th of July I was close to 
hin, 

I can testify here--and it is important fur this Tribunal to know--that Beck 
again and again has struggled with the problem as to what a Chicf of Genrel 
Staff should do if he recognizes that everything is driving to a war, Therefore, 
I owe it to his memory, and to my oath here, to say that Beck 
necs as the only German General to lave his post voluntarily in orcer to 
that also with Generals in leading positions there is 2 limit, where under the 
sacrifice of their position snd their life they have to resign rather than to 
accept any more orders, 

Beck was of the opinion that the General Staff was not only an organiz:tion 
of war technicians, Beck saw in the German Staff the conscicnee of the German 


> 


Army, and so in this way he educated his staff. He suffored curing the last years 
of his life under the fact that men whom he had trained in that sense dic not go 
that woy of conscience, that path of their conscience, I owe it to that man to 


soy that he was a man of character, 
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PRESIDENT: Dr. Dix, I think we might get on to what Beck 


PRESIDENT: Perhaps it would be a convenient timo to break off. 

I moen is, tho witness said that Bock protested in a memorandum 
and offercdto rosign, and that was some minutes ago, and since then he 
as talking and had not told us what Beck did. 
Dik. DIX; Yas. 
E PRESIDENT We sill adjourn now. 
(4, rocoss was taken) 
RESIDENT: Tho Tribunal will not sit in open session on 


Saturday morning but vill be sitting in closed sossion, 


9 ifter the speech at Jueterberg, wo considered that Colonel 
General Beckee-when he offered his . 
thet speech? 


Hitler and Breuchitsch both urged this, that he should remain 
Beck refused and he insisted upon his resignation. Sube- 
sequently, both Hitler and Drauchitsch continued toask Beck, to ask him 
not to have resignation publishod ot loast and they asked him if he, 
Beck, would not formally defer his resignation for a few months. Beck, 


=) 


who hadn't gone the way to high treason at time, believed that 
Fricks request ought to be complied with. This loyal attitude of his 
was lator deeply regretted by him. The facts are, that as early as the 


1 


ond of May or the beginning of June, his successor, General Halder, was 
handling the business of the Chief of Goneral Stoff from that momen 


onward, Beck no longer in effect wes carrying out his duties. 


1G 
you once more---the knowledge of these facts, you 
derived from which observations and what conversations, with whom? 
At that time, from continued discussions I had with Beck, after 
G oerdeler, schacht and a whole gro..p of people, and the question why 


Beck did not publicize his retirement was weighing on his mind so much 


later that it was a frequent subject of all our conversations, 
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Q That was Beck's resignation, but then in the consideration 
there was the ghost of the problem of the possible resignation on Schacht!s 
part. 


Q The question of the necessity or the suitability of a re- 


g 


signation on Schacht's part, was that discussed as far as you know, be- 


tween Schacht ond Beck? 

A Yes, it was discussed in great detail, It was Beck's opinion 
that his resignation alone might not be sufficiently effoctive. He 
approached Schacht therefore with the request whether Schacht would not 
in turn join Bock's rosignotion and resign himself, Thim Subject was dis- 
cussed in great detail between Beck and Schacht personally on one part 
and also on the other part between Oster ane myself, tho were the two 
intermediaries. During these conferences, I must confoss that I, too, 
was of the opinion that Schacht should retire in 211 circums 
that was the senso in which I advised hime Ib was Oster's opinion, hows 

and he qd Schacht that he should romain in offico in ony caso, 
necessary for the influence of Beck bear on the generals 
should remain a minister and remain office. Respectfully, 
I must say hore that my advice given to Schacht was wrong. The event 
which I shall como to deser later ond will hove confirmed this, how 
important it was for Oster and } Schacht should remain in office, 

Q That, of course, was a serious uestion for Schacht's conscionce, 
You have put in evidence before this Tribunal, saying what your 
were and what Ostor's opinions were, but perhaps it may be assumed ===- 

HE PRESIDENT: Go on. 


BY Dit. DIX; 
| 


i 


Q But now, what pangs of conscience did Schacht suffer; what 
\ 
were the prots and con's of his Consideration and did he discuss thom 
with you? Did he discuss his final decision? 


A Yaso 
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IR. JUSTICE JACKSON: I con't ckjeet to the defendants trying thcir ease 
in thcir own way, but I co think we arc passing beyond the linits of rofitæ le 
“inquiry here, Schacht is present; he is the man who cm tell us bout his 
conscience, and I know of no way that m-.thor witness con do so, and I think it 
is not a question to which the answer w-uld have probative velue, and I object 
respectfuily,. 

Dr. Dix, I think you had better tell us as te wheat Schacht 
nt tell us, but get from the witness what Schacht did, 


DR. DIX: If I moy, I should like to make a brief razark. It is true, of 


e Justice Jackson said, that Schacht knows his own reasons best 


ond thet the witness conti make statements on the subject, but in a question 
which is as tricky as this, ond the justificati-n of vhich is subject to 
argument er tice Jackson seems to be inclined to consider Schacht!s 
theughts not justified at the timo -—- it appecrs to me that 
our type of evidence, it is relevant fr the Tribunal to 
ear witness what consicerntions there wore anc whether thoy wore in reality 
given at the time, so it may nt b siusicerec that Schacht, ox post 
might give m explanation, ich efter å is a suspicion under which a 
always Labor, 
E PRESIDINT: Te Tribunal thinks that the wi 

Schacht saic and what Scho cht Cic, but not what Schacht theusht. 

DR. DIX: Quite truc, 


ur Lorcsi:ip, snc he only meant to sey what he 
3 J Y 3 


told the witness about hi 
FRESIDINT:. Well lon t think we need have any further dis cussion 
The witness has heard what have saic, and y m ask him what 
Schacht said or what Schach 


BY Dk, DIX: 


Q Very well then, what cid Schacht say to ye pording reasons for 


Schacht told re this, at the tine, that after everything we hac 
xperiencec there was no certainty that the generals would ever really revolt. 
For that reasun, he as a politician cnsicoredc it his cuty to prepare hinself 
for such possibilities which micht uring a a change in concitions in Geraany 
without a revolution, For that, hehad a plan which he explained to re at the 
tine. Schacht tclå we, "I hove got Hitler by the throat." He meant by thé 
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‘he explained to me in great detail, that now the day was approaching where the 

_ debts which had been incurred by the Reich Bank, by the Reich Minister of 
Finance, and thereby the High Reich Cabinet, would have to be repaid. Schacht 
doubted that the Minister of Finanec, jchwerin-Krosigk, woule be prepared to 
toke over the moral and legal duty of repaying the crecits which ha. been given, 

It was ot that moment that Schac... thought he ought to tire his 
resijnation, with the direct threat of the Reich Bank, and he was hoping that 
in that situation the other ministers of the Reich, who in their majority were 
still civil at the time, would follow suit. 

That is what he meant when he səid to me, "I have still got one arrow 
which I can shoot, end this is the moment when von Nourath, Guertner and Selcte 

annot refuse to become my followers," 

I said to Schacht at that time that I hac doubts that there would ever be 
such a mecting of the Cabinet. In my -pinion, the steps which would be taken 
to dispose of him would be much more commonplace, Schacht did nt believe me, 
and he told re that he would achieve one thing, that these things would have 
to be Ciscussed in the Cabinet, ond tiicn he woule achieve a similarly 
aharming situation in Germany as hac sxisted in February 1938 on the occasion 
of the Fritzsch crisis, Ho thorefore expected a refurrmetion of the cabinet in 
the radical sense, which would enable the psychlo;ical interforence on tko 
part of the generals. 

Q You sail at the teginning that Schacht hac said that he could not rely 
on the generals to make a revolution, Which cenerols was he referring to, and 
what did he mean? 

A Wheb Schacht meant at the time was that the first revolutionary 
situation which had arisen in Germany, curing the months of iay to Septomber 
1938 when we crifted into the crisis of the wor against Czechoslovakia, was that 
Beck, on the occasion of his resignati..n, had assured us -- and I nean 
Gcerdeler, Schacht and other politici as — that he would leave to us a 
successor who would be moro energetic than he himself, and he was determined 


to cause a revolution if Hitler shoul< decide on a war, 


That man whom Beck trusted, anc «hom he brought to us, was General Halder, 


4s a matter of fact, Goneral Holder, immediately after he came, took steps to 
get in touch with Schacht, Goordeler, Oster, and our entire group, and tconen 
conversations of that type. A few days after he took ovor his office, he sent 
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Oster and informd him that he consicored that matters were 
into a war, and that ihe would then carry o a revolution: 
ary act. He asked Oster what he, for his part, had done to 
include the civilians in the plot. 
Q Who were the persons in question, apart from Gocrds 


and Schacht? 


A Halder asked that quostion of Ostar at that tine, 


Since there wore only a few, ho replied that to tho best i 
knowledge ho J 1cwW tw ivilians with whom Halder 
preliminary political convo 
other, Schacht. 
talk to a man as respcctod personally as 
thet it was too 
gorous for him then to recoj a man whom he didn't evon know. 


hilst there were no official -:otivcs to onfcrenece with 


such 4 


hird place, and I warne? Schacht 

to your apartment to that you aro sur of the fac 

Halcor then visited Schackt porscnally at the end 
of 1938 in his apartment, and ix 1 him thet matters had 
reached a stago where war ws iminent, and that he, Haldor 


p 


2 | As € aar 2 At fa aler Anhanh + aa +r N 
oul then cause a revolt n a he esked Schacht whethor he 


Oster, anā Oster told 
Schacht replied, immodiatoly after this visit of Halcor 
he was proparod to co everything 
de to remove Hitler 


following morning, Halcer sent for Oster 


conversation, and od Oster whether everything had 
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pared for such 
concemed. Oster suggested that Halder should ta 
personally about these matters. nad a long conference in the 
Halder about this revolt. 
is important for m to say here just what 
his ig can tion at thet tin. irst of all 
he haw no doubt whatever, contrary to man} 
enerals, thet Hi ir we ed wart Halder described Hi 
to me as being bloodthirsty, 
referred to the blood beth o- 
me thet it was, unfor tuna t 
convince tho g ral in particular 
Hitler's roa ntontions were, because outward 
which the ficers rps was boing influe 
that was on 
olutely certain that 
‘ly carrying out a dinlometic maneuver of bla 
sat size and scalc. 
belioved that it was absolutely 
necessary that eve may. yaptain should be givm the cvidene 
proving that Hitler was not ` luffing at all, but that in fact th 
crdcr for war had been giv Haldo theroefore, was decide 
that time to have the German nation inforsed, and for tho 


cers he would even tc lcorate the outbreak of war. 
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But even then Halder was afraid of ti.c Hitler myth and so he sugested to me 


that the day after the outbreak of war one should remove Hitler by means of a 


bomb and to tell the German people, as far as possible, that Hitler had been 


killed by an enemy hombing attack on the Fuehrer's traine 

I replied to Halder at that tine that perhaps I was still too young but 
at any rate that I could not understand that at least not afterwards he would 
not want to tell the people, the Ger.an people, what the generals had been doin 

Then, for a few wecks there was no news from Halder, The press carmaicn 
of hatred against Czechoslovakia too’: a more and more threatening character 
and wo guessed that naw it would be «nly a few wecks or perhaps months and the 
outbreak of war would come. 

At that very moment Schacht decided to visit Halder at his apartment 
once again and to remind hin of his wore I thought it a good thing that a 
witness should bepresent curing that conversation and for that reason I 
accompanied Schacht. I did not havc the impression that Haller was too please 
about the presence of a witnesse id nce asain confirmed that he was 


quite decided to cause a revolt but cnce again he wished to wait until t he Germ: 
nation had received proof of Hitler's final intenticns to waze war by means 
of a final order for ware Schacht pcinted out to Halder the tremendous danger 
of such an expcriment. He made it clear to Halder that it could not possibly 
be tolerated that a war should start only to prove tc the German nation that 
the legend of Hitler was false and in a detailed anc very excited conversation 
Halder now declared that he was prepared to start the revolt not aftcr the 
official start of the war but at that very moment when Hitler had given the 
l order to march to the arned forccSe 

We asked Halder whethcor he would then soon be able to esntrel the 
situation or whether Hitler nicht not surprise him by a blitz. Halder replied 
literally: 

"Nos he cannot cheat ree I have desi ned my gencral staff plans in such 
a way that I shall know it forty-eight hours in acvancee" 

I think that this is important considering the later development of 
events when the period between the orcer to march an the actual march itself 


was shortened cons iderably. 
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Halder assured us that apart from the action in Berlin there was an 
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armored division ready in Thuringia which was under the command of General von 
Hoeppner which cculd possibly deal with the life guard station in Munich and 
stop them from marching to Berline 

Although Halder had told us all that, Schacht and I both had the 
impression, after that conference, that there was s mething bitter attached to 
ite Halder had told Schacht that he, Schacht, appeared to push hin, press 


hin to cause this revolt prematurely and Schacht and I were of the opinion 


that Halder nicht let us dow at the last moment. ‘We informed Oster imuicdiately 


of the bad impressicn which we had hac and we told Oster that sonething must be 
done so as to win another gencral over to use 4alder micht not act at the last 
minutes Oster a recd and this is tho preliminary history as to how General 
Field Harshal von Witzleben first turned to cur circle of conspiratorse 

Q iho- won Von Witzleben over? 

4 Schacht dide 


Q 


Oster visited iitzleben and told hin everything that had happenede 
Consequently Witzleben sené for mo and I told him that in my opinion the police 
situation was such that he, as commanding general of the Arny Corps, stationed 
in Berlin, could dare to cause evolt and Witzleben put the question to me 
which ever gencral was putting to us at that time, whether it was true that a 
diplomatic incident in the east could really lead to war or whether it was not 
true that Hitler and Ribbentrop hac told the cencrals conficentially and 

wicentially arain and arain that there was & silent agreement with the 
western nowers according to rhich Germany would be given a free hand in the 
easte Witzleben said in that case, if such an agreement really existed then 
he could, of course, not cause such a revolt. I told Witzleben that Schacht 
eculd no doubt give him information based on his excellent knowlecre of the 
Anglo-Saxon mentalitye 

A meeting between Schacht mad Witzleben was arrancece Witzleben brought 
with him the Division Gencral von Brockdorf » Who was to carry out the Putsch in 
practice and he joined us curing thatconference. Witzleben, Brockdorf and I, 


together, went to Schachtts country house to have a conference which lasted for 
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hourse The final result was that Witzleben felt himself convinced by Schacht 
that the western powers would not under any circumstances allow Germany to move 
into the castern territories and that now had come the end of Hitler's policy 


of surprises. Witzleben made his decision that he, on his part and independently 


from Haldor, would make all preparaticns which were necessary if he wanted to 


acte 

He issued me false papers and he gave me a position in his army district 
so that I would be under his personal protection there and could make all the 
political and police preparations which misht be necessarye He detailed 
General von Brockdorf and he and I visited all locaticns in Berlin which Brock- 
dorf intended to occupy with his division from Potsdame Von Struenk was at 
the wheel and we discussed the problems and made ^ ctailed investigations of 
what would be necessarye 

I owe you a brief explanation as to why Witzlebents cooperation was so 
utterly necessary. It was not so easy to find a general who had the actual 
power and authority to have his troops marche For instance, there were 
certain generals in the provinces who could not give their troops the order 
to marche 

THE PRESIDENT: Dre Dix, is it necessary to zo into the matter in such 
detail as to why General Witzleben should be br sucht in? 

DRe DIX: The reasons why VWitsleben should have joined are perhaps not 
essential for us and we can perhaps drop the subject. 

BY DR. DIX: 

Q Will you please, Dre Gisevius, tell me did these military andpolice 
preparations which you have described come to Schacht's knowledge currently? 

A Schacht was being currently informed about all these mattcrse ‘Ie met 
in the evening in the apartment of von ‘Mitzleben and everything that I had done 
and put into writing I would show then. It was then discussed in great detail. 

Q Aside from these military and police measures which you have 
mentioned,were political measures gone into? 

A Yes, of course. We had to prepare in creat detail what the German 
nation would be told in such a case just as there were certain preparations 


which had to be made regarding foreien countries. 
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Q Do you mean foreign politically? 

A Yes, of course, foreign politically. 

Q Was the Foreign Office included or what do you mean when you 
say "forcign politically? 

A It is very difficult to give an explanation because the c ontact with 
foreisn countries curing war time or irmediately before the war is a matter 
which can only be discussed under difficulties and we are touching upon a very 
difficult and tricky subjecte If I an to talk about it then it is at least 
as important that the dates andthe timing of what I say should be mentioned 
and what caused the people in question to get into touch with foreign countries, 

Q I am quite sure that the Tribunal will permit you to do soe I think 
that the Tribunal will allow vou to do so» 

THE PRESIDENT: Ithink the Tribunal thinks you are going into too great 


detail over these matters. 
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DR. DIX: But, in my opinion, I should have to touch upon the seriousness 
and intensity of the activities of these conspirators, and I should substan- 
tiate them in detail. I don't really think it is enough that some one had such 
plans, 

THE PRESIDENT: But you have touched upon them since 10 o'clock this mor- 
ninge 

Di. DIX: Your Lordship, I am now using the technique of letting the wit- 
ness tell the political devclopments, 

THE PR.SIDENT: I am told that you said last night that you would be half 
hour longer. Do you remember saying that? Perhaps it was a mis-translation, 

Dk, DIX: Oh no, that is a terrible misunderstanding, I said that if I wer 
to touch upon the Fritsch crisis and complete it, then that would take a half 
hour; that is, the Fritsch crisis alone, 

Gentlemen of the Tribunal, this is the situation, We are now hearing the 
work and the history of the political opposition, in which Schacht 
ding role. If the defendant Goering and others had time to tell the story of th 


th 
nee 


events from their point of view, for days, then I think it would be a matter of 
justice that those men too, who are represented in this court roon by the de- 
fendant Schacht who fought against that syston q the nost terrible condi- 
tions of terror, should also be givenja chance to toll the story of thcir oppo- 
sition, 

I would , therefore, ask the Tribunal -~ and I am not referring to super 
fluous things now =- to give me permission so that the witness may conplete his 
story of the measures taken by the conspirator's Group, Schacht, Canaris, and 
Others, T cansider that of the greatesr im-ortance. And I assume, Your Lordship 
that if it is not done now, then the presecution will ve ery probably do su du- 


ring cross-examiration; and since it is now being told coherently, it will pro- 


bably occupy less time than if we had to wait for the cross-cexamination by the 


prosecution, 

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal does not propose to tell you how you are to 
prove your case, but they hope that you will deal with it as shortly as possibl 
and without unnecessary details, 


DR. DIX: Please, gentlemen, be convinced of that, 
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BY DR. DIX? 

Q Well then, witness, you had mentioned the foreign political measures 
and you were just going to talk about the motives which some of you had when 
you called upon foreign countries for support of your movement, Will you talk 
about that bricfly? 

A I should like to confine myself to the statement that beginning at 
that very moment there were considerable and substantial discussions with fo- 


reign countries so as to try absolutely everything to prevent the outb cak, or 


at least the spreading, of that war, However, as long as I am not in a position 
i E3 , I 


4 


to bring up the motives of such an extremely tricky matter, where at least in 
ermany we had been accused of high treason -- as long as that is 
shall not say more than just the fact that these conversations 
Q I did not understand that the Tribunal was going to prevent you from 
producing your motives, Therefore, you nay state then. 
it to ny conscience, but most of all I owe it to tho 
who are now dcad, that I should state hore that in those matters which I have 
escribed we suffered from tremendous pressure upon our consciences, We knew 
that we would be accused of conspiring with co 
THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal, of course, knows nese matters were not 
conducted without danger, | we aro not really he Lor the purpose of conside: 
ring people who have, unfortunately, lost their lives. 


case of the Nefendant Schacht at the moment., 
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DR. DIX: I think the witness? intentions have been misunderstood. 
He was not going to talk about those men who had lost their lives, and 
he does not want to talk about the dangers. He wants to talk about the 
conflicts of their conscienves, which was suffered by those who inaugurated 
those steps and who undertook theme I think that privilege should be granted 
the witness if he is to talk about this very delicate matter in public here. 

I should, therefore, beg you to allow it. Otherwise, the witness 

will confine himself to general hints which do not help my defendant, md 
I am sure that the prosecution, perhaps, would ask him that question anyway. 

THE PRESIDENT: Will you try and get him to come to the point? We, of 
course, can't tell what he wants to talk about. We can only tell about 
what he does talk about. 

BY DR. DIX: 

Q Well, then, please describe briefly the motives which stood behind 
those who took up these connections, and I think you ought to refer to the 
actual connections you made. 

a Mre President, it wasn't a question of conscience. I was cone 
cerned with the fact that dependents are still alive who may be subject to 
unjust accusations, and that is why I had to say, with reference to those 
conferences abroad which I shall describe, that our more intimate friends 
too were not aware of, or had not decided upon the measures which were 
admissible. One went further, while another considered himself rore limited. 

I owe it to the memory of the dead Canaris, for instance, that certain 
mistakes which had been mde in the reports of the press should be rectified, 
that he had turned around to conspire with foreign countrics. And I must 
oppose the fact that anything I might say now should be applied to men whom 
I had mentioned carlier, That is the reason why I wanted to make that 
statement. 

Then, Simultaneously, I wanted to say that those of our friends who 
did that sort of thing refused to be accused of high treason, because we 
felt that these attempts were our humane duty e 

Q Well, then, what happened? 

A uhat happened was this. Immediately after Hitler announced his 
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intention to bring war to Czechoslovakia, friends currently attempted to 
inform the British Government of the first intention, until the last 
decisions The chain of these attempts began with the journey of Goerdeler in 
the spring of 1938 to London, where he talked about the existences of such 


an opposition group, saying that they were resolved to take the last stepe 


In the name of that group the British Government was continuously being 


informed about what was begifining to happen, and that it was absolutely 
essential that the German people should be clearly told, and so should the 
generals, that every step across the Czech border, as far as the “estern 
Powers were concerned, would be a reason for a war. 

When the crisis reached its climax and when our preparations had been 
completed to the last detail, we took a step which was unusual because of 
its form and context: we had the British Government informed that during 
the pending diplomatic negotiations there would not, 2s Hitler stated, 
be the question of the Sudeten countries discussed only, but that Hitler 
had decided to bring war to the entire Czechoslovakian State; and that if 
the British Government were to remain fimm, we in turn could give the 
assurance that the war would not happens 

That, at the time, was our attempt to create a certain amount of assis- 
tance from abroad in our fight for the psychological preparation of a 
revolution. 

Q he now come to September of 1938 and the crisis which ended in 
the Munich Conference. Yhat were the activities of your conspirator's 
group at that time? 

A The more the crisis was coming to a head, the more we tried to 
ccnvince Halder that he should cause that revolution at onces When Halder 
didn't seem to be quite clear about the facts and the actions, Vitzleben 
prepared everything in great detail. I shall only describe the last two 
dramatic days. 

On the 27th of September it had become abundantly clear that Hitler 
was going out to the lastin order to make the German people interested in 
a ware He ordered a raid of the armies in Berlin, and ¥itzleben had to 
carry it through. The effect the raid had was exactly the opposite, The 


population, being under the impression that these groups were going to war, 
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showed openly that they were not pleased, and the troops did not receive 
enthusiasm, but, instead, clenched fists. 

Hitler. who was lcoking atthe parade from the window of the Reich 
Chancellery, had an attack of furye He stepped back from his window and 
said, "With such a people I cannot run a ware" Witzleben, in turn, dis- 
cussed it and said that he would have liked to have had troops, with 
bayonets, outside of the Reich Chancellery. 

Q Did Witzleben say that he wanted to do that outside of the 
Chancellery? «And where do you derive your knowledge fron regarding Hitler's 


remarks when he stepped back from the balcony? 


0 
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The wing morninge=this was tho 26the«awe bolicevod that now 
the opportunity had come to start tho revolt. On that morning too it had 
become known to us thet Hitler had received tho last offer from the British 
Prime Minister Chamberlain and hed turned i+ down, andthat an intermediary 
Wilson, had taken back a ‘ative onswor, 

Witzleben received that letter and took it > Halder. He 
believed that: now the proof for Hitler's will for a war had boon established, 
and Halder agreed, Halder in turn visitod von Brauchitsch vhile \tzlobon 
was waiting in Holderts roon After a fow moments Haldor emo back and 
said that now BDrauchits Oo had realized that one would have to act and 
that he was morely going over to tho-heich Chancellory to make quito sure 
whether Witzlobon ond Holder's dos scription was correcte 

Breushitsch wont to the Reich Chancellory after Witleben had told 
him over tho tolephone thet everything was prepsred. That is that midde ay 
of tho 28th of Soptombor, when sucdonly and against our expectation 

Lntorventior ok place in the RNoich Chancell, ry and when 
Hitlor, undor tho impression of liusscolinits step, acreed 
So that in fact in the last hour the action was 

You mean through Munish, don't you? 

Yose 

And now limich was over. What wo 5 j in your group 

d 
af conspirators? 

io wore oxtrenoly depressed. i/o wore convinced thet now Witlor 
would tako his last step, and quito soon, 7 G not doubt that Munich 
was tho signal for the world ware Somo of our frionds wore woncoring 
whether they would omigrate, but Goordelor and Sohacht, with whom it wa 


discussod, reacted differontly. Goerdeler, under this consideration, wrote 


Qa letter to 2 political friond in dmerica in which to him he put that quest- 


ion expressodly--whothor tho opposition people should now enigratce 
Goerdoler said, "There is only one other possibility, ond that is that 


by other methods we will be able to continue our political work in Germany." 


- 
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we decided to hang om, ond things hurried along past tho Jewish pogroms 
to the occupation of Prayuo. 

Q But before we cone to Prague, witness, you have mentioned the ` 

, 

Jewish pogrom in Hovombor, 1938, I take ite Do you know or can you ‘recollect 
how Schacht acted on the occasion of these events? 

A Schacht was disgusted about tho Jowish pogrom, and he s 


a public speech before the personnol of the Reichsbank, 


Q I shall submit that speech later as evidence. And then how 


~ 


did things go on from thoro? woe havo come to the cnd of 1938. ‘Were there 
now political ovents coming over tho horizon which woro stimulating to 
you conspirators? 

of all, thero was the suddon dismissal of Schacht fron 
the Cirectorate of the Noichsbank, and Schacht's wish that tho cabinct would 
consult did not come truce Ourhopes to causo a cabine did not 
fulfil thomsolves,. Thus our opposition group had no sta g point, and we 
had to wait to seo how thincs would develope On tho occasion of the 
conquering of Pragucee} 

9 Lom ¢ È nontion Schecht's rosignation or dismis 

his position as president o ieoichsbank. Do you know anythine about 
these events and tho accompanying circumstances and tha affoct these things 
had on Schacht? 


I experioncod tho rafting of tho various lotters and memoranda 


in the Roichsbank, which becane less an rongly wordod, I was thero 


a 


when tho dismissal camo, / v minutes aftor tho lottor of dismissal 
had arrived from Mitlor Schacht road it to me, and ho was disgusted about 
tho contents. Io repented to mo that passag which iHitlor is praising 
him becauso of participation in the Gorman roarnenont progran, 
Schacht said, "And now ho is ovon trying to pin mo down 
war." 

Q But thon Schacht remeined : s minister without portfolio. Tho 
problom whether to do so or not, or whothor ho could havo acted differently, 


was that covor discussed betwoon you and Schacht at the timo? 


i Yos, but as far as I know it was tho scme type of conference 


$375 





HTM 


H0116 -0036 
24 ApreM=Pi i= L03 


which happened whenever he wanted to resig lio talked to Lommers, and I 
assume that Lonmers gave him tho customary reply. 

Q In other words, you moan that ho thought ho had to remain, that 
he was forced to romain? 

A Yose 

Q Nowy you have made several attempts, but I interrupted you, to 
speak about Praguee Will you plaso describe the affocts upon your group 
of conspirators, as far as Schacht was included? 

A, Since December our group had definite proof that Hitlor wuld 
attack Prague in March, This now action was cynically called tho "March 
Uproar." Sinoo it was quite oponly discussed in Dorling we wero hoping 
that nows of this action would.roach tho Jmoricen ond British embassies. 
~e were firmly convinced that this tine thoro would not a successful 
Surprise. Dut Haldor had alroady adopted a difforont view. Eo thought 
that Hitler had been Given a free road to I as I western powors, and 
he rofused to have proliminary conferences and wantoc o wait. ishethor this 
Praguo action could be achieved without a ficht, thet of course happonode 

Q I think you have alroady talked about tho steps rerardins tho 

4morican ombassy. 
Oh, nos I havon'tt 
Ore you going to talk about it? Do you havo Scnothing to say? 

A I havo said that wo did not tako any stops, but that we wero 
hoping that tho news would reach the combassiose 

Q Yow, thon, Pra-suc is ovor, and I beliove that you and Schacht 
went to Switzorland sogothor on bohalf of your Groups is that corroct? 

A Not only together with Schacht but also tosether with Goordoler, 
We wero of tho opinion that Prague would havo incrodible psychological offects 
upon the Gormans,. As faros foreign countrios woro concerned, Prague was 
the signal that thoro was no pease cno could mako with Hitler. But insido 
G omany we had to notice unfortunately that now tho Conerals and tho 
people were convinced that this iitler can do w atever ho wants to do; 
nobody will stop him; ho is protectad by Providoncoe This, of course, 


alarmed use On ono side wo saw that the wostern powors wore now no longer 


allowing those things to ha Pppene On the othor side wo saw thet within 
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Germany tho illusion grew that the western powors would not go as far as 


a wore wo could sce that a war could only bo provented if the western 
powors would eloarly not only tell the foreign minister and not only: Hitler, 
but with all moans of propaganda tell the Gorman nation that now any further 
step towards the eat would mean war, That appeared to us to be the only 
possibility to warn the generals and to get thom to revolt. In the con- 


rersation which Schacht, G oerdeler, and I were having outside, in Switz- 


erland, immediately ofter Prague, that is vhat we wore aiming ate 
connections to the British ond French 
governmontse This man reported vory exactly, at least to the French 


government. That is o is to whic? a ; Yə because I have soen 


a copy of his report later after Paris t C piod t was found among 


the socrot papers of Daladior. 


I 
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This man was infcrmed in great detail, and we told hin that, at the latest, 
in the autumn the fight for Danzig would start. We told him that we as good 
Germans were without doubt of the opinion that Danzig was a German city and 
that one cay that point would have to be discussed peacefully; but we also 
warned him that these conferences regarding Danzig were now being conducted 
in their particular way because Hitler didn't only want the whole of Poland; 
and because he didn't only want the whole of Poland but the Ukraine; and 
that was the reason why the foreign propaganda machine should become effect- 
ive in Germany and make it abundantly clear that the limit had now been 
reached and that the Western powers would intervence We said that only that 
would give us the possibility for a revolution. 

Q 4nd did that confidence man report at that stage as you had said? 

A Yes, he had; and I must say that quite true public statements on 
the part of the British, partly through the radio and partly through the 
press, made in the House of Commons began to remove these doubts on the part 
of the German generals and the German people. Begimning at that time every- 
thing had been done by the British that could be done to alarm the German 
generals, 

Q Did not Schacht meet his friend Montague-Norman in Switzerland 
at that time and did he talk with him in the same sense? Do you know? 

Were you there? 

A Ycss We thought that the opportunity for Schacht to talk to a 
great friend of Prime Minister Chamberlain should not be allowed to pass, 
and Schacht had a very detailed discussion with luontagueeorman, so that he, 
too, would understand thepsychological atmosphere in Germany after Prague, 
and because he wanted to persuade him that the British Government should 
now carry out the necessary clarifying steps. 

Q Wasn't the word predominant? You must say the Nazis were up against 
it in Germany at that time/ 

. 

A Yes, it was the sense of all our discussions. We wanted it made 
clear to the German people that the Western powers weren't against Germany 
but only against those Nazis and their policy of suprise and their methods 


of terror, both in the cowmtry 2s well as outside. 
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Q ånd now, having come back from Switzerland, what happened next, 
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particularly with reference to Schac.t? 

h We saw that things in Germany were drifting more rapidly towards 
the crisis of August and that the generals could not be deterred from the 
view that Hitler was only bluffing and that there would only be another 
Munich or ancther Praguee And now all those desperate effcrts began, which 
we made in order to influence the lending generals, and, in particular, 
Keitel, hoping that the final order to march against Poland would not be 


givens 


Q But let's come back to Seiacht's return from the Swi ss journey 


in spring of '39. You know that Sch~cht left Germany and made a journey 
to India? 

He went to Incia and he hored that he could stay there as long : 
possible; then to go to China. But on the way the order reached hin, 
coming from Hitler, that he was prohibited from touching upon Chinese soil 
ond that he had to returno He came back a few days before theoutbreak of 
WAY e 

Did Schacht have sympathi s for Chiang-Kai-Chek against Japan? 

A Yes, he cid. He sympathi:əd to quite an extent with the Chinese 
Government, just as we all dide We all have quite a number of good and 
dear Shirese friends with whom we attempt to keep in touch because of the 
Japenese agreement pacte 

Q When dd Schacht come bck, roughly, from India? 

I think it was the beginning of August; I'm not certain. 

Q Now, she first turning towards war. Did Schacht, before the out- 
break of war, taxe any steps to prevent the outbreak of war? 

He took a large number of such steps, but I must describe thes 
individually since that would create the impression that only Schacht was 
taking these steps, whereas, in fact, the situation was that a large number 
of people were now fichting and that everybody took just those steps which 
were most obvious to him, and cverybocy informed the cther regarding what 
he had done and if the other considered that suitable. It is for that 


reason that I am afraid that it would be a completely 
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erroneous picture if I described individually only those steps taken by 
Schacht personally, leaving out all the other desperate efforts made in 
August '39 until the attack on Holland and Belgium. 

Q The Tribunal has taken cognizance of the fact that not only 
Schacht was doing something, but, after all, we are talking about Schacht's 
case and I should like to ask you, therefore, to confine yourself to the 
description of Schacht's effortse 

A In that case I must say, first of all, that Schacht and I 
knew of all these matters and were in fact fellow perpetratorse As far as 
he is concerned, I can only say at this particular moment that Schacht was 
a fellow author of the Thomas memorandum, addressed to General Keitel, or 
in fact the two memoranda, in which Schacht, together with our PrOUD, 
pointed out the dangers of war to Keitel. And, further, I can say that 
afterwards Schacht, through Thomas and Cararis, was taking steps to 
intervene with Brauchitsch and Halder. But I must emphasize that all the 
steps taken by Beck and Goerdeler were taken with full knowledge of Schacht 
and all his participants. his is a ve large action. 

Q But doesn't an attempt of Schacht's play a special part that 
at the very last moment, at the end of August, Canaris was used to approach 
Brauchitsch? 

A A; After the attempt of Thomashad failed, after these two 
memoranda had failed, and after Thomas had talked to Keitel and asked him 
to see Goerdeler, Schacht had failed. Schacht tried to approach Brauchitsch 
or Halder. For that purpose Halder paid frequent visits to General Halder 
and it was typical that during those critical days he could not get past 
the anteroom of Halder's office and that he could not get mst General von 
Stuelpnagel. Halder denied his presence and had only a message delivered 
that he didn't want to see Schacht. Subsequently, on the dramatic 25th of 
August, we took yet another step; that is the day when Hitler had already 
once given the order to marche As soon as the ‘news of that reached us, the 
news that Hitler had given the order to march to Halder, Schacht attempted, 


together with me, first of all, to get in touch with Thomas and then, together 
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with Thomas, we went to see Admird Canaris, so that both Thomas and Canaris 
should accompany Schacht when he without previous announcement would go to 
the headquarters to the Fuchrery so as to put Brauchitsch and Halder before 
the accomplished fact of his being present there. 

Schacht intended to point out to both Brauchitsch and Halder that in 
accordance with the existing constitution, before the outbreak of a war, 
the Reich Cabinet should be heard, Brauchitsch and Halder would commit 
perjury if they, without knowledge of the political influences concerned, 
would give an order for a war. That generally or in principle was what 
Schacht intended to say so as to give a motive for that step of his. 

When Thomas and Schacht arrived in the Bendlerstrasse, Thomas went 
straight to Canarise 

DR. DIX: It was the OKW, My Lord, situated on Bendlerstrasse. 
meant the OKW or the OKH, rather. 

(Continuing) When we arrived, the OKW were waiting at a corner 
downstairs at the street. Canaris was sending Oster down to us And that 
vas the moment when Hitler suddenly, between six and seven in the evening, 
withdrew his marching order to Haldere The Tribunal will no doubt remember 
that Hitler, impressed by the renewed intervention on Mussolini's part, quite 
suddenly withdrew the marching order which had already been givene 
Unfortunately, Canaris and Thomas and all our friends were now under the 
impression that this withdrawal of an order to march was an unheard of loss 
of prestige for Hitler. Oster thought that it was unparalleled in the history 
of war that a supreme commander had withdrawn such an important order in the 

breakdown. And Canaris said, "Now the peace in Europe 
is saved for fifty years, because now Hitler haslost all reputation before 
the generals." And, unfortunately, because of this psychological change, 
we all became victims of the impression that we could look forward to the 
following days peacefullye 

That was how it was possible that when Hitler, three days later, gave the 
decisive order to march, this was a surprise, a total surprise for our group 
as welle Oster called me to the OKW. Schacht accompanied mee And when 


we asked Canaris whether he couldn't/arrange a renewed conference with 
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Brauchitsch and Halder, Canaris said, "It is too late now." He had tears 
in his eyes, and he said, "That is the end of Germany." 

DR. DIX: Your Lordship, we now come to the war, and I think that we 
perhans better deal with the war after lunch. 


(A recess was taken until 1400 hours, ) 


i N 
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HANS BERND GISEVIUS = Resumed 


DIRECT EXAMINATION = Continued 


Dr. Gisevius, before the morning recess we had just arrivec at the 
discussion of the outbreak of the war, and so that your subse quent tes 


understood, I have to ask you first what use you were put to during 


of the outireak of the war with a forged check I was 
eral Oster, Since it was a regulation that all officers 
or other members of the abwehr had to be checked by the Gestapo, and since 
I wul never have received permissi n to be a member of the Abw 
usec. the means of giving me a forged mobilization 

sal of Canaris without doing a direct service, 

anc what was the conspiracz activity of your group, a group whose 
constituency you have alreacy mentioned? Who participated in this 
anc. what was done? 

A Immediately after the outbreak of the war, General Beck was at the 
head of all oppositional m vements, all oppositional movements which were 
active in Germany with the exception of the Commnists with whom we were 
not in touch at that time, ‘le. were of the opinion that only a General 
could have the position of lead srship during the war, and Beck was so far 
above the purely military that he was the man to unify all groups from the 
left to the right,. Dre Goerdeler was called in 2 5 first assistant, 

Therefore, the men who parti ipated in this group were just Schacht 
ardeler? 

A Oh, noe I must add somethiur. On the contrary, now all 
oppositional groups vho had just had vague connections with each other, now 


they were unified, and especially the left oppositional movement, which had 
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= ao = 





VM) ICN NT 
H0116 —0044 


been decimated in the first years since their leaders had been interned, 
Especially the left side came in with ` and in this connection I would 
mention Leuschler anc Dr, Karl Vuehlencorf, but I must alsco recall 
jabermann, Dr, Kaiser, the Christian and Catholic circles, the leaders 
of the other religious movements, and the political men like Axbassacor 
von Hassel, State Secretary Plank, Minister Popitz, and many, many others, 
Q What was the position of tese leftist circles, especially as to 


the question of a Putsch or of a f-reeful doing away with Hitler or a plot 
id I 


on him? Did they have the same thought that perhaps a plot of an 


assassination, which later t.°k place night come through? 

A No, the leftist circles wore under the impression, and very 
strongly, that the Dolehstoss legeni had Gone much Gamage, and the leftist 
circles believed that they did not want to expose themselves tr 
that it could be said later on that Hitler or the German Army had 
conquered at the front. The leftist wing had been of the opinion for 
years that now it must be proved to the German pecple at all costs that 
militarism had murdered itself in Germany, 

Q I have here, and have already suzgested it to the hich Tribunal, a 
letter which you, Doctor, wrote a» proximately at this time--that is, 
the end of 1939--which you smuggle: to Switzerland for Schacht, It is a 
letter to the former president of tte Internaticnal Bank at asel, and then 
president of the First National Bari- of New Yorke This is a wan of influence, 
and who probably had access to President Roosevelt. 

I had the intention to read this lette but while we were discussing 
the admissibility of evidence I sv itted the most essential points, and 
Since Justice Jackson does not have the socument book before him and remarked 


just a little while age that he dic not like it especially if I were to start 


be 
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using documents , 
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Apr 25-A-RT-12-la 


ictter later on when I cite uy documents, but.in order to refresh the witness! 
memory about this letter, I will give you the quintessence of the contents of the 
letter, that Schacht made the Suggestion to Frazier that now the moment had come= 
kik, JUSTICE JACKSON: I make no objection to the use of the letter from Schachi 
to leon Prater as one banker writing to another, If you want to claim that Mr, 
Frazier was influential with President Roosevelt, I should want you to prove it, 
but I have no objection to the letter, i 
Di, DIX: The letter is dated the l4th of January 1946, I will not read it in 
entirety, for there əre six long pages, 
PRESIDENT: What date was it? 
DIX: I had the wrong letter, The 16th of October 1939, It will be Sxhibit 
Nwabcr 31 in my document book, 
"It is said that now would be the proper moment so that President Roosvelt 
could give peace to the world." 
NT: Is the letter from Schacht? 
DR, DIX: Yes, written by Schacht to Frazier, 
Do you have proof for the letter? 


bunal would prefer it that way, then Schacht can use 


that letter, Then in Ëh ‘se I will only ask the witness whether it is true that 


answer the question witness, 
Yes, I took this letter to Switgerland and mailed it there, 
Very well, That happened in the sense of the bringing about of peace, or 
ageinst the expansion of war, .is far as your group is concerned, that is, your 
oppositional or conspiracy group, did you carry through other foreign political 
activities? 
decisive point for us was to prevent the expansion of the wer with ell 
ansion of the war could be done through Holland, 
fe knew and saw clearly that if a step was taken in this. direc- 
tremendous consequences, not only for Germany, but for all of Europe would 


erefore, with all the means at our disposal we wanted to prevent the 
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after the Polish campaign, immediately thereafter, Hitler decided to move his 


) 


troops from the East to the Vest, and to bring about the attack on Holland and 


Belgium and to violate their neutrality. 


} 


We believed that if we could sicced to prevent this attack in November that 


during the coming winter months we would gain so much time so that 


Generals at the top, such as Brauchitsch and Halder and the leaders of the army 


3 1 


Ups, conld be convinced by us that they should at least oppose the expansion 
the war, Brauchitsch and Halder evaded and said it wos too late now, that the 
oposition would fight Germany to the end ‘and destroy her; but we did not share 
Opinion. lieved a peace with honor was still possible, and what I mean 


by honor is that we of course would eliminate the Nazi domination until the 


very end, 
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did not wish to destroy the Gorman people but wanted to protect themselves 


only against the Nazi terror, for that proof we undertook allpossible steps 


abroad and a small fragment in the attempt was the letter written by Schacht 
to Frazicr (?), which was confirmed with hintings and showing that certain 
domestic political developments were imminent and that if we could enin time, 
that is, after we had lived through the winter, we could interest the 
generals in a putsch, in a revolution. 

DR. DIX: May I interrupt you for a moment. I would like to call the 
attention of the Tribunal to the fact that the witness is reforring to a 
hint contained in the letter. This letter is in English. I have no 
German translation and I must therefore read this sentence e It is that 
“the earlier discussions would be opened, the easier it will be to influence 
the development of existing conditions," 

BY DR. DIX: 

Q Now, I would like to ask you: What did Dr. Schacht mean with the 
words "certain existing conditions are to be influenced," did he mean your 
efforts anc 

MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: I must interpose an objection. I am not sure 
whether you have misunderstood it. I think that what Schacht meant is not 


x 


a question to be to this witness. I shall have no objection to 
Dre Schacht telling us what ho meant by his cryptic language, but I don't 
think that this witness can interpret what Schacht meant unless he has some 

/ 
information apart from anything that now appears. I don?t want to be over- 
technical about this, but it does seem to me that this is the sort of question 
which should be reserved for Dre Schacht himself. 

Mre Justice Jackson, of course, is correct but the witness 
the letter was sent to Switzerland and I assume he discussed the contents 
the letter with Schacht and would therefore be in a position to explain 
cryptic words. 

He didn't say he had; he hasn't said he ever saw the 
letter except the outside of it. He hasn't said he ever saw the letter. 


BY DR. DIX: 


Will you please tell us whether you saw the letter or knew its 
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contents? 
I beg your pardon, but I did not see mich, see the matters 
king out the letter. I was there when the 
s drafted and when it was written, 
DIX: Then I believe Justice Jackson will withdraw his objection. 
JUSTICE JACKSON: Yes, 


T i 
Dd KL „ET 


Will you please answer my question as to what is meant by cryptic 


We wanted to suggest that we in Germany were interested in forcing 
developments and now that the expected and encouraging word from the 
ther side -- but I do not wan any misunderstandinrs to arise here. In 
this letter it is also shown very clearly that President Roosevelt had been 
disappointed on many scores to the German side, so that we had to ask him 
ond beg him to take up steps. President Roosevelt had taken various steps. 
Q Now, if I may give you the clue word, Vatican action? 
ttempt to enter into conversations with America, 
we tried to get a declaration from the British Government, and we were 
interested in it and again it was out attempt <- 
THE PRESIDENT: Is the original of this letter still available or is 
this only given from menory? 
DR. DIX: The original tocument, yes, that is a letter Signed by Schacht. 
That is here and that was kept during the war in Switzerland and now broucht 
nents by this witness. 
BY DR. DIX: 
Q Now, let us turn to the Va itican Action. 
tried at all cost to prove to General Halder and Obeis ? 
that this theory was wrong, that there could be no more deal ines with a 
decent German government. We believed that we would have to follow a 
certain way and a sure Waye The Holy Father was trying himself to bring 
about some sort of solution in this matter, for the British Government had 
become unsure, and rishtly so, whether the trustworthy group was existing in 


Germany, a group with which it coula actually talk and I remember that 
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shortly thereafter the Venlo incident took place at which, under the excuse 
of a German oppositional sroun, people who were under the English Secret 
Service had been kidnapped at the Dutch Border. Therefor?, we were 

in proving that here there was a group which washonestly trying 
and which would stand by its word, positive ly and negatively, and I believe 
we kept our word in what we said equally truthfully and fricndly, that we 


coulc not bring about this putsch as we said before but that was our hope. 


These nezotiations took place, started during October and November 1939 


Later on, in the spring, they were concluded and when I am asked I shall 


continue. 
Q Please tell us about the conclusion of these associaticns? 
In the spring--I believe I never mentioned that, during Novembor 
actually General Halder was concerned with putsch intentions and 
that these intentions came to naught, for at the very last minute Hitler 
called off the Western Offensive--confirmed by the position of Halder at 
that time, we believed that we should continue these negotiations and 
discussions at the Vaticane We reached what you might call a gentleman's 
agreement and I believe that I may say and make the assertion, that we could 
zive the generals unequivocal proof, bu ne case of the downfall of the 
Hitler regime, an agreement with a German government, that 
azreement could be reached. 
Did you see all 
These were oral down in writing later 
comprehensive renort and this report--Dr. Schacht and Hassell worked 
these reports beforo it was riven to Halder by Thomas. Halder was 
quite taken with this, and gave th eport to von Brauchitsche 
was dismayed and threatened to arrest the middleman Thomas; 


action had come to naught. 


Dre Dix, the last notes that I hax got down in my 
"that we knew that if Holland, Belgium and the other 
ccuntries wore attacked, it would have very frave consequences and we 


therefore negotiated with Halder and Brauchitsch and they weren't prepared to 


help us to stop the war at that time. We wanted peace with honor, 
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eliminating politics, We took all possible steps." Well, now, since I 
took those notes down, I think wo spent nearly ten minutes in dotails which 
are utterly irrelevant about further negotiations, If they took all 

possi ble steps, what is the point of giving us these details about it? 

DR. DIX: Your Lordship, if a witness is called in a matter of such 
tremendous importance where ho has always to figure with the counsel of 
accused, and must believe that people who are of a different opinion from 
his, these are just renerilitios, please give us particulars and facts; and 
then I osnnot dispense with the facts that the witness must testify to a 
thorough nerotiation with the Pope in the Vatican, than if he just soid that 
the result of this action was a comprehensive report which was submitted =- 

THE PRESIDENT: I agree with you that the one sentence about some 
negotiations with the Vatican may have been properly given but all the rest 
of it were unnecessary detailse 

We have concluded this chapter, your Lordship. 
. 

Q Witness, you have already testified that the putsch was planned in 
November but that it did not arise because the Western Offensive did not 
arises therefore, we need not enter into this conversation. 
ask you at this point, during the winter and spring, was the winter and 


uneventful as far as your group is eoncerned.or were further plans made 
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whon wo discussed tho admissibility of documents, dos with the mecting 


& 
of Schacht and an Anorican cconomist. That articlo deals with the sane 
journey which tho witness is disc now, and I would like to rofor to 
that later, 

DIX; 
Now, the war was one Do you o) hing 4 ay about the 
iminent war with Russia ond the actucl wm 
I can say only that Schacht made many attempts to avert this 


catastrophe. 


Q Now, lot us turn tothe timo of Stalingrad happoned 


Vis 


and what was dono by your croup after : itical poriod in tho war? 


Sinco wo had not succcodad influencine 


generals to a Putsc we thon triod to win thon to 
met disaster and 

The catastrophe, 
been predicted by Beck 
preparations bocause thi aa been prophesied with almost mathematical 
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S à group vhich wented the dowmfall of tho governnont, ‘Wasn't the 
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to tako ovory stop to bring about an assassimtion, 

DR. LATERNSER (Counsel for tho Genoral state and OK’): Mr, Prosidont, 
I must objoct to tho testimony of tho witnoss Dre G isovius, mis tostimony 
has incriminatod tho group which I roprosont, but this testimony is so 
general that it cannot be roforrod to as facte Furthermore, he has just 


said that tho Ficld Marshal in the East 
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had deserted his group. These expositions are judgments of the witness, but they 
are not fact. 

I would like to conclure with the fact that I suggest and ask for a resolue 
tion by the Court that the testimony of the witness as made, in which he asser- 
ted that the general had deserted and had let his group down, be stricken from 
the records 

DR. DIX: May I please reply briefly I am sorry I cannot agree with the 
opinion of my valued colleague in objecting to the statement that the generals 
let them down and saying that it was not the testimony of the facts. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think we need to hear further argument upon it. It 
certainly won't be stricken from the record until we have had time to consider 
it, and Dr, Laternser will have his opportunity of examining this witness and 
he can then elucidate any evidence he wants to, 

Dik. LATERNSER: But, Mir, President, if I put the motion with the reason that 
the witness is giving testimony which is far above his scope as a witness, and 
that he is giving his judgment, it seems to me acmatter of testimony which is 
inadmissible and should be stricken, 

THE PRESIDENT: If you mean that the evidence is hearsay, that will be per= 
fectly obvious to the Tribunal, and doesn't make the evidence inadmissible, and 
you will be able to cross examine hin about it, 

Die LATEANSER: Mr, President, I nay have been misunderstood, I an not ba- 
Sing my request that it be stricken from the record on tho allegation that the 
witness made statements from hearsay, but I an just saying that he is stating 
a judgment. He is not giving roasons fon facts, and he says that the general 
in the East let his group down, 

D. DIX: May I answer briefly with just one sentence: If I try to influence 
a group of generals for a Putsch, and if they do not Putsch, that is a fact and 
I can say about this fact, "They lot us down," I can only say, "They did not 
Putsch", but that is merely a matter of expression, but both are fact and not 
judgmente We are concerned with the action of the general in an othical or mili- 
tary sense, 

THE PRESIDENT: Go on, 


BY DR. DIX: 
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Q Now, in the Abwehr, OKW, something took place which influenced 
watters, which influenced Schacht and also as to your remaining in Germany. 
Willyou please describe that? 

A Gradually Himmler could not help but see what was going on-in the 
OKY. and at the request of Schellenberg an investigation against the group 
Canaris was started. Í special conferunce was called on the first day of 
this investigation and Oster was dismissed from his office and a number of 
his colleagues were arrestede A short time thereafter Canaris was dis- 
missed from his post. I myself could not remain in Germany after this time 
and this group which had carried on this conspiracy had been eliminated. 

Q åt this time, that is in January 1943 we have the dismissal of 
Schacht as Reich Minister without Portfolio. ‘ere you together with Schacht 
at about that time? 

Yes. By accident I happened to be in Berlin on that day and I 
saw howthis letter of dismissal arrived. It was an unusually sharp letter 
and I remember that during the night I was asked to the country estate of 
Schacht and since it stated in the letter that Schacht for the time being 
was to be dismissed we were wonderin, whether he was to be arrestede 

DRe DIX: I would like to remind the Tribunal that I read this letter 
when Lammers was examined and this lutter of dismissal from Hitler to Lanners 
has been read int a the record and is contained in my document booke 
BY DR. DIX: 

Q You have been in Switzerland but on the 20th of July you were in 
Berline How did that happen? 


THE FRESIDENT: You mean the 20th of duly, 19h? 


DR. DIX: Yes, the well-known day of the20th of July. We are 


almost at the end nowe 

(Continuing) A few months efter the elinination of the Canaris- 
Oster circle or group General Olbricht was intercsted in founding a new 
groupe At that time Count von Staufenberg went into action. He replaced 
Oster in all activities and after several months and after many unsuccess- 
ful attempts and discussions in Jul; 19h, when matters were ripe, I secretly 


returned to Berlin in order to participate in those events. 
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Q You had no direct connection with Schacht at this attempted 
assassination? 

A No, I personally was at Berlin, saw only Goerdler, Beck and von 
Staufenberg and it was agreed expressly at this time that no other civilian 
except Goerdler and Lauschner and myself were to be instructed and informed 
in this mtter. We tried to spare and protect lives so that we did not 
initiate anyone except thcse we had toe 


Q I am now turning to my last question, which I would lile to put 


to youe 


Schacht had high positions of state under the Hitler regime. You, 


docto, were as is shown by your testimony togay an arch enemy of the 
Hitler regimee Despite that you had, as can be seen from your testinony 
today, special confidence in Schacht. How can you explain the prima vista 
and this fact which seems to be conte.idictory in itself? 

iis ry answer I can only say and express a personal opinion and'I 
will try to be as brief as possible, But I would like to emphasize that as 
far as the problem of Schecht is concerned, I was not the only one who had 
headaches as to this matter but my fiends as well., Schacht always placed 
a question, presented a puzgle to us. Perhaps the contradictory nature 
of this man is the answer, He had a position in the H;tler regime but 
indubitably he entered the Hitler regime for patriotic reasons. I wuld 
like to testify that from the moment duplicity or deception became known 
to him he decided for the same patriotic reasons to join the opposition. 
Despite the many puzzles and contradictions which Schacht presented to us 
we stayed with Schacht as he had tremendous courage and he had a strong lire 
of ethics so that he did not. belicve only in German ideals but in the ideals 
of humanity. That is why we stayed with him; that is why we considered him 
one of us and if you ask me personally I can say that the doubts which I had 
about him many times weré dispersed during the dramatic events of 1938 and 
1939 and I buried all these doubts and thoughts emphatically- 

åt that time he actually fought and I will never forget him for 


that: It is a joy to me to be able to testify to this here nowe 
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DR. DIX: Your Lordship, I am now at the end of my questioning of this 
witnesse 

THE PRESIDENT: Does any other me:.er of the defendants! counsel want to 
ask questions of the witness? 

BY DR. BOEHM (Counsel for. tie SA): 

Q Witness, yesterday you said that you were a member of the Stahlheln, 
tiie Steel Helmet organization. What were the dates of your membership? 

A I believe I entered the Stahlhelm in 19% and left this organization 
in 19336 

Q. You know the mentahity of the members of the Stahlhelm organizatione 

You know that without e xcer+.lon they were men who had served in the First 
welt Wa: I wuld like to ask you now whether the domestic policies which 
the Stahlheln followed, whether the aims they set were to be reached in a lega 
manner or in another way? 

A To my knowledge the Stahlhelm, the Steel Helmet organization, was always 
for the legal way. 

Q Was the fight of the Stah Theln nization against the Treaty of 
Versailles, which every organization of national tendencies took up, done in 
a legd manner or in a revolutionary manner, that is was force intended in 
the carrying through of this fight? 

very hard for me to maswr for the higher Stahlhelm organization 
but I can say those members of the Stahlhelm organization whom I knew, they 
were for the legal way. 

Q Is it correct to say that in the year 1932 and #33 hundreds of thousand, 
without exception, without differentiation as to party and race, entered the 
StahThel~ organization? 

E Yes, that is correct. The more things came to a head in Germany, the 
more critical they became, the more people had rightist, that is Stahlhelm 


tendencies. I myself saw the Stahlhelm grow for I was a speaker and I saw 


the increase from 1929 to 1933 and experienced it. I would like to picture 


it as such, that those who did not want to join the NACP andthe SA deliberate] 
entered the Stahlhelm so that within the German sphere there would be a counte: 
balance against the rising brow tide, That was the tenor ofour recruiting 
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for the Stahlhelme 


Q You know that the Stahlhelm in the year 193), was taken into the SA. 
I thought I would like to ask you on this occasion whether it was up to the 
individual membeğ of the Stahlhelm to say no or to protest in any way against 


his being taken over into the SAe 


A Of course it was possible, as everything was possible in the Third 


Reiche 

Q What would have been the possible consequences? 

A ssi consequences would have been a tremendous conflict 
with the SA leader or Party leader. At that time Iwas not a Stahlhelm member 
and I can say that it must have been very hard for many people to make 
decision to rejett the transfer into the SAe Minister Selte at the top I 
been betrayed or as it wes said during that time,sald into the 


transfer into the SA was a sign of distrust against National 
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Q From my correspondence with the former members of the Stahlhelm, it 
may be seen that these people who, as former members of the Stahlhelm, were 
taken over into the SA, remained a foreign body and were in steady and constant 
opposition against the ‘“NSDAP and the SA. Is that correct? 

A Since I myself did not belong to. that organization any longer, I can 
only say that I assume that these members of the Stahlhelm did not feel very 
much at home in their new surroundings. 

Q Do you know whether the members of the Stahlhelm, before 193) and 
since 193), took part in crimes against the peace, against the church, andso 
forth? 

A No, I know nothing about thate 

Q I would also like to ask you, sofar as you know, about the 
You talked rather freely yesterday rc -arding the SA leaders, I would 
ask you to limit your answers to a circle of SA members, which would 
differentiate between the simple SA ~an and the B igadefuehrer.e 

Now, could you tell, from the position of the simple man to that of the 
leader =-=- and I remember the statements you made yesterday -- could you tell 
that these people intended to commit crimes against the peace? 

A Of course, it is very hard to answer such a general question. If 
you are asking me about the SA men, I can only say noe 

Q Did you notice that SA men wore arrested and that SA men were put 


into concentration camps? 


A Yes, I saw that many times. Many SA men were interned in 1933 
9 y 9 


193) and 1935, in those years; that is, when it was my official capacity to 
observe these things. They were arrested by the Gestapo, beaten to death, 
were tortured, and were put into concentration camps. 

Q Could a man who was in the CA, or someone who was on the other side -- 
could they judge from the activity of the SA, from an individual tothe entire 
membership, and gather that the SA intended to commit crimes against the 
peace? 

A Noe If I recall correctly, the higher command of the OKY tried to 
find out whether Hitler was planning a war; and, of course, I cannot assume 
that a simple SA man would have knowledge of something that we ourselves did 


not know positively. 
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Q. The prosecution asserted thai the SA incited the youth and the 
German people to ware You were a menber of the Gestapoe Did you observe 
anything like that? An activity along those lines could not escape your 
noticee 
A That is another tremendously gencral questione I do not know how 
far certain thoughts would have been looked upon as warelike, but I cmot 
imagine that in the years up until 1938, among the mass ofthe SA, thot there 
was a different opinion and mood from the mass of the German peoples; andthe 
opinion was that the thought of war was utter nonsensee 
Q Could you see any clues from which you might have judged that the 
SA intended to comit crimes against peace, or that they had already committed 
such crimes? 
A As far as the simple SA man is concerned, I must say "no" again, 
and this is true of the mass of the SA pecplee As far as the higher leaders 
pre concerned, that I do not knowe However, the mass of the membership did 
not know about such things and had not been trained for thats 
it may not be denicd that acts had been committed by a 
series of SA men, that they committed acts for which they should be punished. 
You know the SA and know what took place during revolutionary periods and 
afterwards, Are you in a position to give me anc stimate, ona percentag 
basis, of just how many of the members of the SA acted in such a way that they 
Should be punished? 
I would like to call your attention to the fact that up until, perhaps 
19320r 1933, the Si-= 
HE PRESIDENT: Just a momente Dre Bochme The Tribunal doesn't think 
is a proper question to put to a witness, what percentage of a group of 
sort, of hundreds of thousands of men, take a certain view. 
Tis question seems to be very impobtant for my case, Mre 
President. We are concerned here with a witness who was outside the S4, who 


belonged to the Gestapo, and as sucl: was perhaps one of the fow who could 


look into the activities of the SA, and actually did look into thome He 


scems to be a man who will create arget the confidence of the Tribunale 
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I wanted him to state the number of the SA membershipwho should have been 

punishede He is one of the few who can give any testimony in that connection. 

I believe that if the witness is in a position to give his testimony here, 

the testimony given by frim will be of great importance to the Tribunal. alsoe 
THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal has already ruled that not only this 


witness, but other witnesses, are not in a position to give such evidence, 


and the question is denicde 


BY DRe BOEHM: 

Q Witness, do you know of cascs in which SA members worked in opposition 
to the SA? 

A I have already answered your question when I saidthat a number of SA 
members were arrested by the Gestapoa 

Q Do you know what criminal or penal. proceedings were taken against 
these men, and how many? 

A Too few, I am sorry to say, if you put your question that waye 


Unfortunately, there were many who committed 
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misdeeds and who ran around scott free, 

Q What relation were they to the entire SA, as a membership? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is the same question over again, 
B? DR. BOEH s 

Q Do you know under what circumstances one could leave tne SA? 

A The same rules that applied to all organizations of the Party applied 
here alsoe 

DR. BOEHM: I have no further questions, 
BY DR. LATERNSER (Counsel for the General Staff, OKW): 

Q Witness, you said some time ago, in replying to a question of my 
colleague Dr. Dix, that after the defeat at Stalingrad a military putsch 
was to be organized, You testified at that point that discussions had already 
taken place, as well as the fact that preparations had been Shas, tees that 
the execution or carrying through of the military putsch was prevented because 
the Field Marshal in the East had let down the conspirator's groupe 

I am asking you now to give us details about this situation, so that I 
can follow your conclusion after the Field “arshal let dom this conspirator's 

roupe 

A Since the beginning of the war, or the outbreak of the war, 
Generaloberst Beck tried to get in touch with this other Field warshal. He 
wrote letters and he sent couriers. I remember, above all, correspondence 
with General Field “arshal von Mannstein, and I saw the answer cf von 
Mannstein in the year 1942, I had this reply in my hand, 

According to the strictly military expoundings that the war had been 
lost, von Mannstein could reply only that the war was not 1 st so long as one 
did not consider it as lost. Beck said that an answer like that from the 


Field Marshal--he said that as long as he had a reply like that, strategic 


I 


questions could not be dealt withe 


Several morths later another attempt was made to win General Field 


fa or | m ihe - n e a 
farshal von Mannstein.e General Treskow, also a victim of the 20th of July, 


Journeyec to the headquarters cf Mannstein,. Oberstleutnant von ochulenburg 


als» went to the headquarters of Vannstein. However, it was not possible to 


win von Mannstein for our Side, 





25 april = A= GH = Ia = 2 HM A N 
H0116 -0064 


After Stalingrad we tried to get in touch with Field “arshal wn Kluge, 
and he again tried to get in touch and win Mannstein, This time discussions 
went so far that Kluge gave us definite assurances, and he also assured 
us that a discussion could be had in the Fuehrer's headquarters, and the 
date was sete Because of the importance of that day, a special telephone 
gonnection was made from headquarters, from Fellgiebel to the OKW in Berline 
This telephonic connection was established, and I personally was present 
when this telephone conversation tock place. Even today I can see the stack 
of paper in which it was said, in sober words, that Mannstein, against and 
contrary to the agreement made previously, had permitted himself to be 
persuaded by Hitler to remain in office, And Kluge was satisfied, with 
very small military concessions, 

åt that time we considered this a gross disappointment, and I would 
like to emphasize and repeat again what Beck said at that time when we were 
let downe 

Q What other preparations had been made in this special connection? 

A We mace definite agreements with Field Marshal von hitzleben, 
Witzleben was the commander of the entire West, and for that reason he was 
very important for the bringing about of a putsch in the West, We had further 
direct agreements with the military governcr of Belgium, General von 
Falkenhausene In acdition, just like on the 20th of July, 194, we had a 
certain quota of armorec troops in the vicinity of Berlin, and had deployed 
them there. Furthermore, the commanders of the troops involved had been 


called together in the OKW in case these people were to act, 


Q That was all at the time of Stalingrad? 


A. Yes, at the time of the Stalingrad putsch. 
Please continue, 
ne hed made all other political preparations which, in a case 
c hava to be made. 
What were the reasons why this intended miii tary piusecl 
through? 


What was that? 


Witness, what were the reasons why this putschvwas not carried through? 
= 8404 ~ 
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A Against all expectations, Field Marshal Paulus capitulated, and it 
was the first known mass capitulations it was something which we had not 


expectece Paulus, before the capitulation, gave out a call to the Eastern 


Front and to the German people, in which the strategy of Hitler and the 


giving over of Stalingrad were branded. 





TN 


25 Apr-A-DiR-17-1 

With this clew work Kluge wanted to say that in the future he would not take 
any further military orders from Hitler and, through this chain of events, 
we hoped to circumvent the problem of the oath which always gave him trouble, 
so that one field marshal after the other wuld refuse military obedience to 
Hitler, and Back was to take over the supreme military command in Berlin, 

Q Witness, you just mentioned the military oathe Do you know anything 
about the fact whether Blomberg and Beck resisted or tried to resist when 
the armed forces took their oath to Hitler? 

A I know only that Beck up until the last few days of his life des- 
crihec the day of his giving of the oath to Hitler as theblackest day of 
his life and gave me an exact picture of how he personally felt. He told 
me that he had been summoned to a military roll calls and that suddenly 
it was said. that an oath of allegience was to be given to thenew head of 
state; that a new oth was to be used; and Beck never rid himself of the 
terrible thought that at that time he perhaps should not have given his 
oathe And he told me that while he was on his way home, he had told one 
of his colleagues, "This is the blackest day of my life." 

Q Witness, in your testimony, you also mentioned thatbetween the 
Polish campaign and the Western campaign, that is with the beginning of the 
“Western campaign, a further military putsch was to be tried, and that this 
putsch never materialized because Halder and Fieldmarshal von Brauchitsch 
evaded it, and you used the term "ausgewiesen." And nw Itm asking you to 
tell me just how you arrived at this opinion. Give me the facts for your 
Opinion that they had evaded == 

MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: I co not raise an objection that this is 
harmful to us if we have plenty of time, but this evidence as to these putsche. 
and threatened putsches and rumored rutsches and rumored putsches was all 
admissible here in our view -nly as bearing on the attitude of the defendant 
Schacht's, We are not trying these generals, for beinz in a putsch or not 
being in a putsche For allpurposes it is just as well as they should not be i: 
a putsche I do not know what purpose this can have in doing it over agai ne 
I call the Tribunal's attention for the limited purpose which this historical 
matter was admittcd and suggest that it is Serving no purpose in this con- 


nection to review it; 
8406 
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THE PRESIDENT: What is the answer to that, Dre Laternser? 
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DRe LA.TERNSER: Since the witness telked about this coinplex of 
questions and testified that Halder and Brauchitsch evaded and I am not in 
a position to determine whether the judgement used by the witness is correct 
as seen by the facts, I believe I am obligated to clarify this point. Rather 
generally, I would like to add that, as far as the Prosecution is concerned, 
the justification is there for the Prosecution to enter into this pointe 
I would like to refer to the contention of the French Prosecutor in which he 


said that in allthese circumstances it was beyond comprehension why the whole 


German people did not rise to a man against the entire regirse That is, 


if I am to start with the assertion of the Prosecution, then my questioning 
of this point is of great importance, and I, therefore, ask that I nay be 
permitted to ask this question. 

THE FRESIDENT: The charge azainst the High Command is not that 
they were a criminal crganization within the meaning of the Charters that is 
to say that they planned an agressive war or that they committed war crimes 
or crimes against humanity in connection with an aggressive ware well, 
whether cr not they took part or were planning to take part in a putsch 
to stop the war does not seem very material to any of those questions. 

DR. LATERNSER; I agree with you, Mrs President, that it is not 
of special importance, On the other hand, I believe that if a point ==- 

THE PRESIDENT: I did not say thatit wes not of special importmce. 
I say thatit was not material to the relevancy. The Tribunal does not think 
that any of these questions are relevante 

DR. LATERNSER: Then I will withcraw my questione I h-ve one 
more and that will be my final questione 
BY DR. L..TERNSER: 

Q Witness, can you tell me the names of those generals who on the 
20th of July participated in the assassination? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, what has that got to do with any charge agains? 
the High Command? 

DR. LiTERNSER: The General Staff is accused of having been a 
participant in a conspiracy, The question == 

THE PRESIDENT: We are not here to consider the honor of the High 


Commande We are here to consider whether or not they are a criminal organiza- 
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tion within the meaning of the Charter, and that is the only question with which 
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we are going to deal with so far as you are concerned. 

DR. L.TERNSEE Mre President, the General Staff and the OKW is 
accused of having been participant in a conspirey. If I prove, and I am 
trying to do that with this question, that of this General Staff on the con- 
trary took part in an action against the regime, then the answer of my ques- 
tion to this point can be used that the op, osite was true; and, for that 
reason, I ask that I be able to put my question. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal does not think what the General Staff 
did in July, 19), when the circumstances were entirely different to what they 
were in September, 1939, has any relevancy to the question whether they took 
part, either before or in September, 39, 


DR. LATERNSER: Mre President, if I put myself on the side of the 


Prosecution, I must assume that the Frosecution assumes that the c mspiracy 


continued. I have not seen from anything that has been submitted that the 
conspiracy stopped or sup,osedly stopped at a certain period of times So 
that the answering of this question seems to be of importancee I would like 
President. 
Well, Dre Laternser. 
wanted to add, Your Honor, that just as far as 
the membership of my grovp is concerned, the period cf time between '38 and 


5 ae 
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THE PRESIDENT: You mean the group which changed; therefore thoy 
bo difforont in 144? 
The point, Mre Prosidont, and in addition to 
especially a largo momborship of the people belonging to this circle 
in the course of 8344, bocause of their official position, actually came 
to this croup, and I do consider this point pertinent. 
THE PRESIDENT: All right. 
BY Dit. LATERNSER: 

‘itness, my question was, can you mo tho names of those 
generals who participated in tho cttompted assassination of the 20th of July 
1944? 

G onoral Oberst Beck, Goneral Fioldmorshal Witzleben, General 
Olbrocht, Gonornl Hoobner. 

Q Just one quostion, General Hasa, and, ecrtainly, a largo number 
of other generals, whom I sm not able to onumorate so rapidly. Here I 
just montioned those nanos of tho mon vho woro ab that cdeross that after- 
noone 


a 


Do you know, witnoss, whcthor Ficldnarshol Rommel was activo 

in this? 
not snswor just yos. for it is a fact that Rommel, as woll 
arshal von Kluge, did participate. But it wuld Give tho wrong 
picturo if Fioldmarshal Romol especially would apposy in the catozory of 
those who fought against Hitlor. MreRormol wag a typical Party goneral 
and ho wanted connection with us vory lato, and wo had a rathor unsavory 
taste v all of a sudden ir, Romnol in the light of his military eatas- 


trophe, proposed to us to havo Hitler natod but, if possible, 


and Himalor as well. And, evon then, he did not wish to be there 


n 


the first, but ho wanted to be in g special roservo and to put his popul- 
l a little Inter on, Thoreforo, it is quite a problem 
on these gontlomen ontered our group as poople who have been boaton, 
ono who wanted to save thoir reputation, or tho wore with us right 
from the boginninge 
Q Did you talk with Rommel about this? 


Noe 
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Q Thon, a further quostiong On the 20th 


of the Gonoral Staff activo? 
h Yos, a large groupe 

Q About how many? 

A I can?t give you the number forat that 

inside information as to how many Staufenberg had 


General Staffe 


found a numbor of clean courageous officers of the Gonoral Staff, and 


i 


of July wore officors 


time I did not have tiv 


on his side from tho 


I know that Staufenberg and Hansen and some others had 


3 


that they could count on tho support of many mombors of tho Gonoral Star? 


but whom thoy could not initiate into their plans 


beforehande 


{ Yes, that is conough for the prosent. You lator montioned Gonoral 
5 ~~ E 


von Treskow, Did you know him personally? 


A Yos . 


Q Do you know anything about tho fact that Gonoral 


TOY) 


m 4 r 
von ircecsxow 


after he found out of tho commissar decroe, that ho saw von Rundstedt 


pra 
Viet 


and that ho was instrumental that this docree 


nundstodt!s sector? 


A 


A Troskow for many yoars has bolonsed to 


no action whoro he 


I know how at that 


first through hoorsay, and wo once son 


him of tho bastardl and ho 


enllod upon von Rundstedt, as 


m Te TANT? q ° r 
THE PLOSIDENT: You saic a w 


to ask your last questione 


Nr: ‘mMODTTanmnD 
Vite LATERVSER: On 


thate I had ono furthor quost 


27 


called the attontion of his superiors to 


sorry I could not keep 


not transmitted in von 
) SPOUT d the > are 

our group anu thero was 
decrees. 


such 


was known to u 


courior to Troskow to 
decreo nad been 
you cescribod tho situation, 


iilo ago that you woro 


bA 
zv 


but this was my last ono. 


IHE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will adjourne 


(à recess was taken.) 
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THE PRESIDINT: Does any other member of the defendant's counsel wish to ask 
any questions of the witness? 

(No response) 

Then do the Prosecution desire to:cross examine? 

CROSS EXALIINATION 
BY IR. JUSTICE JACKSON: 

Q May it please the Tribunal, I have a few questions to:you, Dr Gisevivs, and 
if you will answer them as nearly as possible, yes or no, as you are capable of 
giving a truthful answer, you will save a great deal of time, 

The Tribunal perhaps should know your relations with the Prosecution. Is it 
not a fact that within two months of the surrender of Germany I met you at 
Wiesbaden, and you related to me your experiences in the conspiracy that you 
have related here? 

A Yes. 

Q And you were later brought here, and after coming here were interrogated 
by the Prosecution as well as by the Counsel for Frick and for Schacht? 

A Yes, 

Q Now, your attitude and viewpoint is, as I understand you, that of a Germen 
who felt that loyalty to the German people required continuous opposition to the 
Nazi regime, Is that a correct statement of your position? 

A Yes, yas, 

Q And you had a very large experience in police matters in Germany. 

A Yes, 


Q If your Putsches or other moves to obtain power in Germany were succes 


it was planned that you would be in charge of the police in the reorganization, 


was it not? 

A Yes, indeed, 

Q Either as jlinister of the Interior or as Police Commissioner, whatever it 
might be called, 

A Yes, certainly. 

Q Now, you represented the belief that it was not necessary to govern Germany 
with concentration camps and with Gestapo methods; is that correct? 

A Yes, 


Q ànd you found all of the ways of presenting your viewpoint to the German 
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people cut off by the Gestapo methods which were used by the Nazi regime; is 
that a fact? 

A Yes, 

Q So that there was no way open to you to obtain any change in German policy 
except through revolt or assassination, or means of that kind? 

A No, I am convinced that until 1937 or the beginning of 1938 the possibility 
did certainly exist that by means of a majority in the cabinet or by means of 
pressure from the armed forces a change in the situation in Germany could have 


been brought about, 
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Q Then, you fix 1937 as c tine when it ceased to be possible by peace 
ful means to effect a change in Gormanys‘is that corroct? 

That is how I would judge it, yes, 

Q Now, it was not until after 1937 that Schacht joined your group; is 
that not a fact? 

Well, as far as I said, tho croup wasn't formed until 1937, 1938, but 
for cxample, Schacht got me into touch with Goerdeler in 1936, and the acquain- 
tance between Schacht and Oster existed since 1936, just as Schacht know a lary 
number of other members of the group and for some considerable tin 

Q But Schacht did not becowe convinced, as I understand your statorent 
to us, until after 1937, until the Futsch affair, that he wouldn't be able to 
handle Hitler in some peaceful ways is that not correct? 

mcan? Peaceful? In that case, yos. The answer is YOSe 


Schacht until the end of 1937 did believe that a lejal removal of Hitler should 


you now say, the possibility 


sSible, in fact. 


I understand your viow in oing to the Genc- 


that could stcp or deal with the Gestapo 


Yese I would answer that question in the affirnative,. 
Q That is, in addition to the ucstapo, this Nazi regime also had a pri- 
army in the SS, did they not, and for a period in the Si? 
YoSe 
a 


Q And if to come back succes sfully at the Nazi regime, you had 


to have manpower which only the army had; is that right? 
the armed forces, but wo wore als 
trying to get hold of the people among the police, and we needed all the decent 


officials in the ministry =- g senorally speaki the masses of the peopke, 


JC 





eee AM AM WU 
Ree ee H0116 -0074 


Q 


3 But the Wehrmacht was the source of power capable of dealing with 
the SS anc the Gestapo if the generals had been willing? 
A Of that we were convinced, 


Q And that is the reason you kept seeking the help of the generals 


and feit left out when taey wouldn't give you their assistance, finally? 


Q Now, there came a time when everybody connected with your group 
knew that the war was lost, 


A Yes, quite, 


Q And that was before these pl.ts on Hitler's life and it was 


apparently befcre the Schwabendorf plot and before the July 20th plcet, that 
the war was lcst, was it not? 

A TI should like to make it quite clear that no one in our group--= 
no one couldn't know, even when the war started, that Hitler could never 
possibly win this war, 

Q But it became very mich more apparent as time went on, not only that 
the war ccul not be won by Germany but that Germany was ¿oing to 
physically cestr yed, as a result of the Wars is 

Q Yet, uncer the system which the Nazi regime had installed, you had 

way of changing the c urse of events in Germany except by assassination 
a revolt; is that true? 
Yes, 

Q And so you resorted to those extreme measures, knowing that Hitler 
could never make peace with the Allies; is that true? 

A Yes, 


Q and your purpose in this was ts save Germany the last destroying 


blows which unfortn, he received j 
blows which untortunately she received from the point of view of -the Germans: 
4 4 3 


is that not a fact? 
A I should like to say that We, Since the beginning of the war, no 


longer considered Ce 3 sM z 
B idered Germany alone, I think that I must be permitted to say that 


may e k ee eer n 
e bore our share in the responsibility of vermany as far as the war was 


=34lá = 
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Q Well, what you were endeavoring to do was to get the war to an ends 


concerned, 


since yo had not been able t stop its commencement, were you not? 

A Yese 

Q And that was impossible as long as Hitler was at the head of the 
government and this group of men behind him? 

A Yes, 

Q Now, there was another plot on Hitler's life that you haven't 


mentioned. "as there nct a bomb that was later found to have been a 


Communist bomb; was it not? 

å This happened on the 9th of November 1939, in the Buergerbraukeller, 
the beercellar in Munich, It was a bomb indivicual « mmuni I believe, 

Q Now, at none of these times when Hitler's life was endangered, by 
a strange coincidence was Goering or Himmler ever presents is that not true? 

A Yes, 

Q Do you attach any importance to that fact? 

A We have quite cften regretted this; for instance, if the gytempt 
had succeeded, if Gcering and Himmler had assisted Hitler on the 17th of 
Julye=but as years went by the situation was that this clique ser 
themselves s> much and protected themselves s much, that they cculd hardly 
be found together anywheres and Goering, of course, was r radualiy sc keen 
on his art collection at Karin Hall that he was hardly ever present during 


serious conferences, 


Q Now, the assassination of Hitler wulc have accomplished nothing, 


from your point of view, if the number two 


4l 


place, would it? 


i ™ Pa a s a i : 
A That, for a long time, was a debatable problem ane Brauchitsch, 


instance, was imagining that t gether with Goering they wanted to create a 


temporary regime, Our group always refused to be together with that men for 


even one single hour, 


ic you plan =- if you were successful == to deal with the other 


defendants here, wit. the exception o e defendant Schacht, all of hom, 


7 Try A qQ 
I understand, you regard as a part o government? 
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A These gentlemen would have gone behind locked doors, and I think 
until they had been sentenced, they wouldn't have had to wait for any law, 
Q Wow, does that apply to every man in this dock with the exception 
of Schacht? 
every mane 
That is, you recognized thom, your group roco nized thom al] as parts 
and important parts of tho Nazi rozimee-a lazi conspiracy, Is that a fact? 
A I shouldn't like b tie myself dom to tho words "Nazi conspiracy s" 
We considered them the mon responsible for everything and all the unceasing 
misery which that government had brought to Gerr umy and the werlde 
9 I should like to ask you a few questiots about tho Gestanoe You 


the crimes which wore conmittod by that 
organization and I ask you to s whether that included the torturing 
and burning to death of a large number of persons? 
A I don't think that question come through correctlye 


crimes committod by the Gestapo and I 


ond burnin; 


nvolve the unlawful detention of thousands of 


Q throwing of them into concontration camps where t hey wore 


tortured 


operty hostile 


Vows 


Q Did the Gestapo hindor and molest tho public 


prominent to be murdered pnts} they resigned or wers 
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å The Gestapo used every means from murder to the means of that of 
coercion. 

Q Now, the question arises here as to whether the members of the 
Gestapo know what the Gestapo was doing, ond will you please toll the Tribunal 
what tho situation waz as to the membership in that organization and its 
knowledge of its program? 

A I had alrondy committed my statomonts by saying that ovory morbor 
of tho Gostapo from the first or second day, would have to see and havo to 
know vat that institution is doing 

Q Wow, thero were some people who wore taken into - 
beginning, who were transferred from other branches of 
were thoy not, who were in a sense invariably meabers of + 

these mombors in tho courso of tho firs+ year were climinated 
because of being unreliable politica 

Q And the transfer t col Q h im ns so i > Gostano, 

PRESIDENT: W id the witnoss 
JUSTICE JACKSON: I think clinina‘ 


TITMNMAa : 


WETNESS: Gradually they wore roloasod from the scorvico of tho 


JUSTICE JACKS 

Q Now, after 
taken to soe that no onc vas permitted in tho or ganization who wasn‘ 
Sympathy with its program? 

Theso atten mes 

Heydrich took over the bu. 
official wag employed or 
Were sure that he had the 


the first month some officia 


yet heen cleared sr Cid, of cours a te quite a lone tine after 


@ducated their sam criminal ond trained 


Q Howeve>, did there cor ne a time, and if so, 


as possible, after which every mmber of the Gostape mus4 have 


criminal program of that arganinznti: 
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For many years I have considered that question myself and discussed 
it with neighbors and my friendse Tho roply entailed very great responsibility 
and because of my knowledge of that responsibility, I should like to may that 


from tho beginning of 1935, at the very las at the ver latest everyone 
S © ’ J 9 A 
had to know what authority what < Z J I Tas joinin: and which ty YC 
J? J © 


of orders ho might have to expccte 


Q You have testified as to theinvestigations which you mado when you 


were connected with the police administration md you mentioned the 
firo but you did not toll us what your findings were when you invostient< 


D 


thate Will you ploase tell us? 
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A To speak briefly and to state the facts, fir st of all we ascertained 
bhat quite generally Hitler had stated the wish for a large-scale propaganda 
campaigne Goebbels took on the Job of making the necessary proposals and 
preparing them, and it was Goebbels who first thought of setting the Reichstag 
on firee Goebbels talked about this to the leader of the Berlin SA Brigade, 
Carl Ernst, and he suggested in detail how it should be carried oute 

A certain chemical was chosen, know to every expert, and it was to be 
sprayede It ignites after a certain period, I think hours or minutes. So 
as to get inside the Reichstag, one needed the corridor which connected the 
palace of the Reich President with the Reichstag Building. A group of ten 
reliable SA men were made ready, and now Goering was informed about every 
detail of the plan. Goering, quite by accident, wasn't making an election 
speech on that particular evening, but at a late hour was still Sitting at 
his desk in the Ministry of the Interior in Berline 

It was expected from Goering, and he gave assurances that he would do so, 
that the police would be instructed, while still suffering from shock, t o take 
up a false traile Right from the beginning it was intended that the 
Communists should be debited with this crime, and it was in that sense that 
these ten SA men who had to carry out the crime had been instructed. 

That is, in a few words, the story of the events. To tell you how we 
got hold of the details, I have only to add that one of these ten who had to 
spread the chemical was a notorious criminal, and six months later he was 
thrown out of the SAe When the award which he had been promised did not 


arrive, he thought that he should go to the Reich Court, sitting in ipzig 


at the time, and report his knowledge to them. He was taken before an 


interrogator who composed a record, but the Gestapo heard of it and the 
letter to the Reich Supreme Court was intercepted and destroyede 

That SA man by the name of Rall who betrayed the plan, was murdered by 
men of Goering and by order of Gestapo Chief Diehls. Upon finding the body, 
we picked up the trail of the whole story. 

Q What happened to the ten SA man who carried out the Reichstag fire? 
Are any of them alive now? 

A None of them are still alive. ‘Most of them were killed on the 30th 


of June under the pretext of the'Rochm revolt, Only one, a certain Heini 
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Gewehr, was taken over by the police as a police officer, and we followed 
his trail as welle He was killed on active service as a police officer on 
the Eastern Fronte 

Q I think you testificd that you also investigated, withthe entire 
affair of Roehm, the murders that followed the Rochm affaire Didn't you so 
testify? 

A I can't say that I carried out the investigation, since we, the 
Ministry of the Interior, had actually bean excluded from the whole affair, 
But matters werc such that after the 30th of June, all cries for help and 
all complaints of the affected people reached us in the Ministry of the 
Interiore During the 30th of June, we received radio messages currently, 
and heard, through occasional persons in Goering's palace, and through 
neighbours , what the details weree 

Q Now, about how many people were killed in that purge? 

A We have never been able to establish that figure exactly, but I 
estimate that no nore than 150 to 200 persons lost their lives, which, 
considering the situation at that time, was an incredible figure. 

I, myself, sat together with Minister of Justice Gueftner to compare 


the list which he had been given by Hitler and Gocring regarding the number 


of the duad, and we ascertained that that list which contained 77 names of 


dead, who had supposedly been killed jtstly, was exceeded by nearly 100 
per cent, through those names which we had received from the Adjutant 
Gencral's Department or which we had heard through telephone calls from 
the Ministry of the Interior. 

2 Now, did you ascertain who selected the men who were killed in that 
purge? 

A First of all, we ascertained that Himmler, Heydrich and Goering had 
compiled exact lists, because I myself listened when in Goering's palace, 
and I heard it confirmed by Daluege who was present, and also by Nebe who 
was present from the first second, that no one of those who were killed was 
mentioned by namee One only referred to it as "No, so and so has now becn 
dealt with"; "No, so and so is missing", and "No, so and so will be dead 


forthwith", but there is no doubt that on that occasion Heydrich and Himmler 
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had a special list of their ome 


Qn that official list there were several Catholics, Klausner and others, 
and I cannot, for instame, say under oath in this courtroom whether Schleicher's 


murder was done by order of Goering or whether he was a man who was on Heydrich's 


or Hinmlcr's special list. 
W 


Now, was the defendant Frick fully informed as tothe facts which you 
knew about the illegal conduct of the Gestapo? 

A Tese Every bit of material which arrived vhich was important had 
to be taken to him by me, and I have already described how all these matters 
were sent tothe Secret State Police or to the Interior Ministers of tho counties 
by us by way of reports, so that the situation was, of course, that considcring 
that only the most important things wero put before Frick personally, amongst 
all this material I estimate that several hundred complaints were reccived daily» 
Those important things had to be put before Frick, because he had to sign ‘hem 
personally, since Goering was always complaining as soon as he saw that some 
young official could make requests to the Ministry of State himself ad could 
Sign theorie 

Q Now, was Frick informed of your conclusions about the Roehm purge? 

A Yes, because on Sunday, while the murderers wore carrying on, I talked 
to Frick about e murder of “Strasser, Klausner and Schleicher, ed the many 
other murders, anc Frick was particularly disgusted about the murder of 


Schleicher because he considered that an act of personal revenge on Himmlerts 


ea 


and Gocring's part. cowie Fri was disgusted about the murder of Klausner, 


Bohse, Eagar Jung, and the many others who had been murdered without being guilty. 
He was quite disgusted. 

Q But when Frick signed the deeree, along with Hitler, declaring these 
murders legitimate and ordering no prosecutions on account of those murders, 
Frick knew exactly what had happened from you, is that the fact? 

A He knew it from me, and he had seen it imself, no doubte At that 
moment, the story of the 30th of June must have been mow b Frick 

Q Now, did Frick ever talk with you about Himmler ‘and Heydrich as 


being bad and dangerous, cruel persons? 


A Onthat Sunday, the first of July, Frick said to me "If Hitler 
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decsn't very soon do with the SS and Himmler what he has done with the SA today, 
then he will experiknce from the SS many things worse than those he has new 
experienced with the SAe" 


That foresight touched me deeply at that time, to hear that Frick would 


say that so openly, before mee 


Q But notwithstanding the estimate he made of those men as 
dangerous persons, did he not thereafter appoint them both in his Ministry of 
Interior? 

A Well, of course, they were actually appointed by Hitlere 
say that when I took leave from Trick at the time I left the Ministry of 


Interior in May, 1935, Frick said to me literally this: 
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The eternal scandal attached to my person had taught him that from now 
on he woùld only collect Party members in his Ministry and as much as possible 
those who had the Golden Party Emblem, It might be that as things went on 
he might even have been forced to allow Himmler into his Ministry and the 
murderer Heydrich he would not sallow into his llinistry under any circumstances 
Those are the last words I exchanged with Frick, 
Q Both were put in charge of matters that wore under his logal 
control, were they not? 
A Yes, they became members of the Reich Ministry of the Interior and 


Frick romained their superiore 


BY THE PRESIDENT: 


i 


Q Did you say that those wore the last words which you exchanged with 


the defendant Frick? 
Yose 
That was in 1935? 
Yos, I havo not met him after that or talked to hime 
after 1954 Frick was the linistor in charge of tho ruming and 
controlling of concentration camps, was he not,. 
A n pir the iicich Minister of tho 
from, the toginnine for all police matters in the Reich and therefore also 
the concontration camps and I do not beliove that one can say ho had only 
hac that responsibility since 1936 
Q Woll, I om willing to accept your amendmont to my question, 
ask that you be shown document number 3751PS of the United States, 
hot yet been offered in evidences 
tness hands) document ) 
V, this purports to be a communication from Dre Guertner, the 
Minister o istice, to Reich and Prussian Minister of the Interior, 
would be from your friend Dr. Guertner to Frick, would it not? 
I believe I heard you say "friond", | Guertnor during the time ho 
acted as ilinister did not act in such a way that I could call him my fricnd, 
Q ‘ell then, tell us about Guertner,. Toll us about Guertnerts 
position in this situation because wo have a communication here apparently 


from hime 
8423 = 
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Tho things described in it are really only a fraction of the things 
which wo lmnewe I participated whon this letter was prepared byinlking to 
the officials concerned in the Ministry of Justice. The Minister of Justice 
could only quote those matters which had reached him through some legal 

and by accident, perhaps, through some proceoding which had been 
But thore can be no doubt that this lettor was merely tho cause 
ind the cause in turn was a very chooky lottor from Heydrich to Guertner, 
dated the 28th of liarch, 1935, in vhich he denies that the Minister of Justice 
has the right to prosecute in tho eases described. 

The lottor, therefore, does notintroduce anything new into my statemonts 
anc no doubt you all have convinced yourself that these conditions which 
started at that time did never coase but that they got worse and worse as 
tio wont ones 

Q Now, thoro came a time whon Hoydrich was assassinated in Praguo, 

did thero 
the vory brave Czechs did achieve something which wo unfortunate 
ly did not achievo, That will always bo to’ their glorye 
suppose tho Czechs oxpected and did you expect that th 


assassination of Heydrich would result in somo improvement in thi 


Group, wo ou 3 vhether it was pi slo at all that an evon 
worse man cou possibly bo found after such monster as Heydrich and as 


that is concerned wo really did i Ghat the Gestapo terror would 


now be alloviated and that perhaps a cortain omount of egal treatment might 


be brought about or that at least tho crucltics might be reduced. 
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Q And then came Kaltenbrunner, Did you notice any improvement after 
the appointment of Kaltenbrunner? Tell us about that. 

A Kaltenbrunner came, yes, and things got worse every daye Once more 

the exporicnce bhat perhaps the impulsive actions of a murderer like 
si hea weren't as bad as the cold, legal logic of a layer who was handling 
such a dangerous instrument as the Gestapoe 

Q Can you tell us whether Kaltenbrunner took an even more sadistic 
attitude than Himmler and Schellenberg had done? Were you inforred about that? 

A Yese I know that Heydrich, in a certain sense, felt something like 
bad conscience when he committed his crimes. i te, he didn't like it 
too well if, in the circles of the Gestapo, these things were discussed openlye 
Nebe, who , as Chief of the Criminal Police, had the same rank as the Chief of 
the Gestapo, Mueller, always told me that Heydrich was anxious and was making 
every effort to cover up and conceal his crimes. 

Upon the entry of Kaltenbrunner into that organization, that habit 
ceased, and now it was openly said amongst the department chiefs of the Gestapo 
what all these matters were aboute They were openly discus: Of course, the 
war had started and these gentlemen lunched together, and I repeatedly had the 
experience that Nebe returned completely exhausted from such luncheonse It 
came to the point where he had a nervous breakdovme On two occasions Nebe 
had to take sick leave for lengthy periods because he simply could not stand 
that open cynicism with which mass murder, and the technique of mass murder, 
was now being discussede 

I need only remind you of the gruesome chapter of the installation of 
the first gas chamber, which was discussed in detail amongst these people, just 
as were the experiments regarding how one could most quickly and most efficientl 
remove the Jewse They were the most horrible descriptions which I have ever 
heard in this life of mine; and, of course, it is so much worse when you hear 
them from some one who is still under the impression of such discussions, and 
who is practically collapsing, both POREN and psychologicallye That is 
worse, of course, than when you hear it via documentse 

Nebe became so ill, that on the 20th of July, he really had persecution 


mania and was only a human wreck after everything he had gone throughe 
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Q Was it the custom to have daily dinner conferences of the chiefs of 
the Main Security Office, those tho happened to be in town? 

A Daily luncheon conferences, yes, and everything was discussed, includih; 
questions which were of particular importance to us,because we heard about 
details of the methods used by the Gestapo against our groupe 

So as to prove my statements, I can report in this instance that, for 
instance, the arrest order issued against Goerdler on the 17th of July was 
méntioned. It was solved during such a luncheon conference, and Nebe warned 
us at oncee That is the reason why Gocrdler could escape for a lengthy period, 
at least, and why we could know how far the Gestapo was informed about our plote 

Q And who were the regular attendants at those luncheon conferences? 

A Kaltenbrunner was. in the chair. Then there was Gestapo Leader Mueller, 
Schellenberg, Ohlendorf, and Nebes 

Q And do you know whether, Æ those mectings, the new kinds of torture and 
the technique of killing by gas, and othcr measures in the concentration camps, 
were discussed? 

A Yes. It was discussed in great detail, and sometimes I received the 
description a few minutes later. 

Q Now, what is the situation with reference to the information of the 
foreign office about the conduct of the Gestapo? Will you tell us what was 
done to inform the Foreign Office from time to time of the crimes that tho 
Gestapo were committing? 

A The Foreign Office, particularly during the earlier years, was being 


continuously informed, since nearly every day some forigner was nearly beaten 


to death or robbed, Then came the diplomatic missions, with their complaints; 


and these complaints were sent to the Ministry of the Interior by the Foreign 
Ministrye That came into my spheres Sometimes four or five such notes from 
the Foreign Office regarding perpetrations of the Gestapo reached m, and I can 
testify that in the course of the years no perpetration of the Gestapo was left 
out of these particular notes, 

Q Did you make certain reports to the Foreign Office which were so 
dispatched that you are reasonably certain they would reach Neurath? 


A Ribbentrop wasn't the Foreign Minister yete 
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Q No, Neurathe 

A I very often discussed these matters with the officials from the 
Foreign Office, because they were very particular and because the officials 
of the Foreign Office were most appalled. T asked them qite often to have 
these matters put to the Minister through the official, authorized chamels. 
Over and above that, one of the closest cooperators of the Foreign Minister, 
the Chief of Records, Ambassador von Buelow-Schwandte, was given waterial by me 
as much as was possible, And, according to the informtion I received fron 
Buclow-Schwandte, he repeatedly submitted that material to Neurathe 

Q Now were certain of the collaborators close collaborators of von 
Papen? Was von Papen subject to action by the Gestapo? 

à To start with, the entire group around von Papen was continuously 
put undef surveillance by the Gestapo in the earlicr years 3 and amongst wide 
circles of the people there was the impression that von Papen was particularly 
interested in decency and righte A large group collected around von Papen, 
and; of course, that was most carefully watched by the Gestapoe Complaints 
were received by the score by von Papen, and there was a careful listing in 
von Papen's office, since no doubt von Papen quite often took these papers 
either to ing or to Hindenburge 

The closest collaborators of von Papen were, of course, suspected by 
the Gestapo and so, on the 30th of June 193), Oberregicrungsrat von Boder, 
the closest assistant of von Papen, was shot dead inthe doorway of von Papents 
ministry room, and two other assistants of von Papen were made prisonerSe 
The man ‘who worked on the radio speeches that von Papen, Jung, was 
arrested weeks before the 30th of June, and murdcred on the morning of the lst 
of July, vhen he was found in a ditch near the highway near Ormienburge 

Q Did von Papen continue in office after that? 

A I have never heard that he resigned, and I know that very soon gfter 
the Austrian Chancellor Dollfuss was murdered he was sent to Vienna as [itler!; 
Ambassadore 

Q Did he ever make any protests that you know of? 


A I personally heard nothing about that at the time, although, of cours: 
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we were extremely keen to hear which minister might be protesting. However, 
any letter originating from Papen to the Ministry of the Interior never did 
arrivee 

Q Were some of his collaborators murdered again after the Anschluss in 
Austria? - 

A On the day of the Anschluss, and when the SS entered Austria, von 
Papents closest collaborator, Legation Comsul Freiherr von Ketteler, was 
kidnapped by the Gestapoe We looked for him for many weeks, until three or four 
weeks later his body was washed up on the banks of the Danubce 

Q After that,did Papen continue to serve as a part of the Hitler 
Government, and accept further officcs from Hitler's hands? 

A He wasn't any longer a member of the Government at the time, Immediately 
after the mard into Austria von Papen was made Ambassador, which rother put him 
out of action, However, it dicntt take long before he continued his activitics as 
charge dtaffaires at Ankara. 

MRe JUSTICE JACKSON: Does the Tribunal desire to rise at this point? 

THE PRESIDENT: You would like a little more time, wuldn't you, with 
this witness? 

MRe JUSTICE JACKSON: It will take a little more time, your Honor. 


THE PRESIDENT: Yese We will adjourn nowe 


(The Tribunal adjourned until Friday, 26 April 1946, at 1000 hours. 





